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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE













Joe La Marca

Cari amici,   


October is the month in which we celebrate not only the end of a very enjoyable Northern Virginia summer and the advent of its autumnal splendors but also the achievements of our hero, Cristoforo Colombo.  I wonder, though, do we really have the “Spirit of Columbus?”  I do not necessarily mean the need to venture into theoretical but unknown waters in order to make a difference for personal or worldwide enrichment.  Rather, I mean the willingness that Columbus had to expend time and energy to explore the limits of personal competence and to discover the joys of enrichment from sampling cultures not altogether familiar.

We Americans of Italian heritage have that opportunity by making the effort to re-discover the nuances of the culture of our ancestors.  Without question, we proudly stand for the values of the U.S.A.; however, to what extent have we recently explored the culture of our ancestry, which for many of us is rapidly receding from our daily lives?  Have we lately done research, studied the language, attended lectures, visited the mother country, or at least tried to interest the next generation in continuing or resurrecting some of the cherished customs of our shared past?

Opportunities abound!  Fortunately, Americans of Italian descent are well organized in Northern Virginia.  See the “Links” page on our web site, www.italianheritagelodge.org for a list of such groups active in this endeavor.  Locally, our general membership meeting program chairperson, lodge Vice President, Rosalie Alligood, has arranged not only formal lectures, but also family entertainment programs to be enjoyed and to celebrate our culture.  Let’s all participate in order to serve others and to reap personal benefits.

Our officers and other lodge members continue to work unselfishly behind the scenes to provide the infrastructure for activities in which we can easily participate in order to learn and to celebrate various aspects of Italian culture.  For example, seventeen lodge members showed up to help make the September San Gennaro festival successful, even though it was not an official lodge function.  Grazie!

Fraternally,

Joe
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Oct. 11

Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

At Knights of Columbus

Oct. 15

Council Meeting

7:00PM

Fairfax Library

Nov. 8


Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

At Knights of Columbus

Nov. 12

Council Meeting

7:00PM

Fairfax Library

Dec. 13

Lodge Christmas Party
6:00PM

At Knights of Columbus

OCTOBER LODGE MEETING

We will be entertained by recording artist, TV producer,  Donato Soranno.  He is the singer with incredible stage presence who performed at the conclusion of the concert at the Italian embassy last month which lodge members attended at the kind invitation of the Abruzzo/Molise Society.  This will be a lively, inter-active program that children will enjoy so bring the younger ones.  The meal is pot luck and beverages will be provided by the lodge.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lunch Bunch will meet at noon, Thursday, Oct. 23, at Vespucci’s Restaurant, 10579 Fairfax Blvd just west of the intersection with Rt. 123 next to the Hyundai dealership in the center of Fairfax City.    For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

The 2009 OSIA National Convention will take place from August 9 to 16 at the Hyatt La Jolla in La Jolla, CA.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Laura Asiello



Oct. 6

Paul Alligood


Oct. 13

Kevin Brady



Oct. 8

Debra Wright


Oct. 19

Caroline Hartzler


Oct. 9

George Asiello

Oct. 26
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES

Art & Gloria Moscatello


Oct. 2

Frank & Susan Bonsiero


Oct. 6

Joe & June La Marca


Oct. 6

George & Beth Asiello


Oct. 10

David & Laura Strong


Oct. 18

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY
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SEVEN-DAY ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR OF ANCIENT SICILY:

OSIA National is promoting trips to Sicily through Unitours starting at less than $2,000.  John DiBella of the George Washington Lodge has volunteered to organize a group from all the Virginia OSIA lodges for the tour starting March 10, 2009.  You can read details in the current issue of OSIA’s Italian America magazine, winter 2008, pages 14-16.  For additional details, a copy of the brochures and application form, call Unitours at 1-800-777-7432 or log on to our www.osia.org website.

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet Saturday, October 25 at the home of Paul and Rosalie Alligood, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101.

Carlo and Betsy Mignani are in Italy and ‘Italian Words and Phrases” will resume when they return.
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Marge Finnochiaro

HURRICANE HANNAH NO MATCH FOR LODGE LADIES

On Sept. 6, Hurricane Hannah was no match for the ladies who braved the elements to take on the job of cleaning the kitchen and meeting room of the K of C hall.  Jeanine Andriole, Linda Moran and Dot Saia tackled the kitchen while Dolores Marcinkowski, Laura Asiello and Jo Lowe attacked the shutters and windows (inside only) of the main room.  The ladies didn’t try to solve the world’s problems but did laugh and talk a lot.  After all the hard work, a nice picnic lunch provided by Janine was enjoyed.  Who knows, this ladies day may become an annual event!

From: Dot Saia

[image: image6.wmf]ABRUZZO MOLISE HERITAGE SOCIETY CARIBBEAN CRUISE

The Abruzzo Molise Heritage Society (AMHS) is sponsoring a Caribbean cruise, March 7-14, 2009, departing from Ft. Lauderdale, Florida.  Many of you remember the wonderful time we all had two years ago on the “Costa Magica.”  Well, this time we will be taking an Italian cruise on the "Orchestra", a new ship owned by the Italian cruise line MSC .  Please view MSC's video tour of the Orchestra at theorchestraiscomingtotown.com and you will get an excellent idea on the Italian roots of this beautiful ship. 

Note that the prices for this cruise are very reasonable; however, you must act quickly.  Obviously, cruise lines offer incentives to fill their ships as early as possible.  Our travel agent has reserved 35 cabins for us at these reasonable prices.  To reserve your cabin at the guaranteed price you must make a $150 deposit by October 1.  If you are unable to make a commitment at this time, a $25 good faith payment will hold the low prices, but it will not reserve a cabin.  As you can see, it is decision time and quick action is required.

See the flyer on Page 6 for all the details and registration form.  If you need more information, you can call Mackay Travel at (703) 715-0567 or you may call Kendra Swann, at (703) 338-3008.   We certainly hope to see all of you having fun with us on the Orchestra this coming March 7-14.  

From: Kendra Swann


                    

I AM AN ITALIAN AMERICAN

I am an Italian American. My roots are deep in an ancient soil drenched by the Mediterranean sun, and watered by pure streams from snow capped mountains. 

I am enriched by thousands of years of culture. My hands are those of the mason, the artist, the man of the soil. My  thoughts have been recorded in the annals of Rome, the poetry of Virgil,  the creations of Dante, and the philosophy of Benedetto Croce.  

I am an Italian American and from my ancient world, I first spanned the seas to the new world. I am Cristoforo Colombo.  

I am Giovanni Caboto known in American history as John  Cabot, discoverer of the mainland of North America. 

I am  Amerigo Vespucci, who gave my name to the new world, America.  

First to sail on the Great Lakes in 1679, founder of the territory that became the State of Illinois, colonizer of Louisiana and  Arkansas, I am Enrico Tonti. 

I am Filippo Mazze i, friend of Thomas Jefferson and my thesis on the equality of man was written into the Bill of Rights. 

I am William Paca, signer of the Declaration of Independence. 

I am an Italian American, I financed the Northwest Expedition of George Rogers Clark and accompanied him through  the lands that would become Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, and  Michigan. I am Colonel Francesco Vigo. 

I mapped the Pacific from Mexico to Alaska and to the Philippines. I am Alessandro Malaspina.  

I am Giacomo Beltrami, discoverer of the source of the Mississippi River in 1823. 

I created the Dome of the United States Capitol. They called me the Michelangelo of America. I am  Constantino Brumid i. 

In 1904, I founded in San Francisco,  the Bank of Italy now know as the Bank of America, the largest financial  institution in the world. I am A.P. Giannini. 

I am Enrico Fermi, father of nuclear science in America. 

First enlisted man to win  the Medal of Honor in World War II, I am John Basilone of Newark,  New Jersey. 

I am an Italian American. I am the million strong who served in America's armies and the tens of thousands whose names are enshrined in military cemeteries from Guadalcanal to the  Rhine. 

I am the steel maker in Pittsburgh, the grower in the Imperial Valley of California, the textile designer in Manhattan, the  movie maker in Hollywood, the home maker and the breadwinner in 10,000  communities. 

I am an American without stint or reservation, loving this land as only one who understands history, its agonies and  its triumphs can love it and serve it . 

I will not be told that  my contribution is any less nor my role not as worthy as that of any  other American. 

I will stand in support of this nation's freedom  and promise against all foes. 

My heritage has dedicated me to this nation. I am proud of my full heritage, and I shall remain worthy of it. 


I AM An Italian American."  
Author Unknown

ABRUZZO MOLISE HERITAGE SOCIETY

Presents the Elegant MSC “Orchestra” Italian Cruise

March 7-14, 2009

Itinerary:  Departs Ft. Lauderdale (7:00 pm), Key West, Cozumel, Grand Cayman, Cayo Levantado (Dominican Republic), Ft. Lauderdale.

CRUISE-ONLY PRICING:

SINGLE-OCCUPANCY:

$549 PP – Inside Cabin

$869 – Inside Cabin

$699 PP – Ocean view

$1,139 – Ocean view

$849 PP – Balcony


$1,679 – Balcony

$999 PP – Superior Balcony

$41.34 PP Taxes


<All pricing is per person based on

$112 Fuel Charges (per cabin)
   double-occupancy>

· Gratuities not included

· Transfers to/from airport available @ $22 PP one-way/$44 PP R/T

· Vacation insurance is extra and strongly recommended

· Valid passport is required (must be valid through September 14, 2009

Trip Includes:

· Authentic Italian culinary experience (La Cuchina Italiano)

· Modern exercise facilities

· International entertainment

· Private group cocktail party

· FREE bottle of wine for every cabin

A $150 non-refundable deposit is required by credit card to hold the cabin space at this great price.  A $25 payment will hold the price, but not the cabin.  Call MACKAY TRAVEL at (703)715-0567 or if you have any questions call Kendra at (703)338-3008.  Deposits are required by October 1, 2008 and Final Payment is due December 17, 2008.

NAME(s)___________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________

PHONE (Home)_______________________Cell____________________

CABIN CATEGORY__________________________________________

CREDIT CARD #_________________________SECURITY CODE____

TRAVEL INSURANCE:
Yes_____
No_____

(Note:  In order to be covered for pre-existing conditions, insurance must

  be purchased within 14 days of deposit.

PRE-CRUISE HOTEL on March 6, 2009
Yes_____
No_____

YOUR TRAVEL AGENTS (ilove2trvl@comcast.net):

Jim & Lauren Mackay, 2361 Old Trail Dr., Reston, VA 20191

{ FAX REGISTRATION FORM TO (703)715-0567 }
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FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY
Listen to Pino Cicala every Sunday at 2PM WFAX-1220AM
On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org |
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond |


















