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MARCH 2008
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Dear Brothers and Sisters:
When we walk in the door to attend a general membership meeting, the table and chairs are arranged, the plates and utensils are ready and the wine is available.  This does not magically happen but is accomplished by a team of men known as the “Guest Service Squad” which includes John Asiello, Joe Saia, Gene La Colla, Fred Michaelangelo, Tony Finocchiaro, Frank Marcinkowski and Augie Taormina.  At the Feb. lodge meeting, they were each presented with a certificate for their faithful work.
At the same meeting, we welcomed six new members: Kevin Brady, Janine Andriole, Elvira Caruso, Peter Ognibene, Henry Colletto and Joe Onofrietti.  Each was presented with membership pins.

Remember, the Grand Lodge Scholarship applications are now available.  They can be downloaded from the Grand Lodge website which can be accessed from our website, www.italianheritagelodge.org.  The deadline is May 15 so get your children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews moving.  There are four $1,000 and one $500 scholarships available to any students of Italian descent attending a four-year Virginia school in 2008/09.

This will be my last message to you as your lodge president.  Joe La Marca, who has done a terrific job as vice-president, will be taking over.  I wish Joe and the new council…..good Luck!

This past three years has been a learning experience for me along with times of hard work, challenges, joy and sadness.  It has been filled with many rewards and lots of fun.  We have a wonderful lodge and we (the council and members) will continue to keep it that way.
I feel as though we are one “Big Italian Family”, and I am grateful for all the cooperation and assistance I received.  I would be remiss if I did not mention “my roommate” and all his support and understanding that have been there.  I could not have done it without his help.

To all the members:  it has been a privilege!

Fraternally,
Dot
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.
FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
March 2

Installation of Officers Brunch
12:00 Noon

Ft. Myer NCO Club
March 19

Council Meeting

7:00PM

NEW Fairfax Library

April 12

Lodge Meeting (Auction Night)
7:00PM

K of C
April 16

Council Meeting

7:00PM

NEW Fairfax Library
May 17

The Preakness

Details at a future date

May 25

Viva Vienna


Details to come

AUCTION NIGHT SET FOR APRIL 12
Remember that the officers’ installation brunch on March 2 served as the lodge’s general membership meeting for March.  Our next meeting will be April 12 and is our “white elephant sale” which is an important lodge fundraiser.  Please start doing your spring house cleaning and set aside those treasures – from the high quality items to the just humorous – anything you think someone will buy.   Then bring them to auction night and bring money to purchase their replacements.  FOR THE POT LUCK DINNER, BRING FINGER FOOD INSTEAD so we can start the bidding early.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The lunch bunch will meet at noon Wednesday, March 12, at Vespucci’s Italian Restaurant, 10579 Fairfax Blvd, Fairfax City.  That location is just west of the main Fairfax City intersection of Rtes. 123 and 50/29.  For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.
Congratulations to David and Michelle Asiello on the birth of their second daughter, Samantha Elizabeth.

The Italia Mia Lodge is hosting a ST. JOSEPH’S DAY DINNER on Thursday, March 13 at the Arcola firehouse, 24300 Gum Springs Rd., Sterling.  The cost is a $10 donation to go to the Loudoun Interfaith Relief.  The food is always fantastic and the cookies mouth watering!  RSVP at 703 724 1839.

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington holds its social meetings at 3PM on Sundays at the Friendship Heights Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, Md.   You can call the Society for further details at 301 656 2797.
Check the website, italianheritagelodge.org.  It now has pictures and is updated frequently.
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
David DiQuollo


Mar. 6


Carol La Colla


Mar. 20
Rosalie Alligood


Mar. 13

Paul Agosta III


Mar. 22
Mary Ann Lombardi-Ingram

Mar. 14

Johanna Messier


Mar. 22
Dolores Marcinkowski

Mar. 18

Luigi Pugnetti


Mar. 25
Jo Lowe



Mar. 19
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MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
Gene & Kendra Swann
Mar. 19
Juan & Kathryn Vitali
Mar. 21

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP
The group will meet March 1 at 6:00 at the Ganci’s, 20781 Rainsboro Dr., Ashburn, Va. 20147.  This is a make-up of the Feb. 23 meeting which was canceled because of illness.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Betsy Mignani at Mignani@cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699.  Check the website for the scheduling of any additional meeting that might be held in March.
IN MEMORIAM
The lodge extends its deepest sympathy and condolences to the Marcinkowski family on the death of Tricia Marcinkowski on Feb. 25 and to the Renzi family on the death of Eugene Renzi who died Feb. 9.
UPDATE ON PAUL AGOSTA
Paul is still hospitalized and is in his 4th week since surgery.  He continues to be plagued with infections, but the doctors have concocted “special antibiotic cocktails” for him.  The bad news is that they must be surgically administered which means he has made several trips back to the operating room.  The good news is that he is doing well with his physical therapy and has gone from walker to cane and is working on navigating steps.

He is still on a feeding tube and has a tracheotomy and is unable to speak, but you know Paul - he is a real fighter.  He has a big uphill battle, but with Susan (AKA Nurse Cratchit) at his side, he will prevail.  He needs your prayers and good wishes.  Please, no calls or visitors but cards are appreciated.  You can send them to: 1423 Admiral Dr., Woodbridge, Va. 22192.
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