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Order Sons of italy in America





JUNE 2006
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy Father’s Day!  This is the day to show love and appreciation for the role that fathers play in everyday life and to reflect and think about the time spent with your fathers as you were growing up.

Those who could not make the May “Show and Tell” meeting lost out on a terrific evening.  We will do it again at a future meeting, and you will want to be there.

This month’s lodge meeting is June 10 at 7PM with pot luck the food and Italian card games the program.  We will also have a tribute to fathers.  See you there.

The day at the Preakness was an unforgettable experience.  It was a long day spent on our feet most of the time.  It was sad seeing a great horse end his racing career, but we talked to some very interesting people, and I for one cannot wait until next year to do it all over again.  The fact that we raised $300 for the lodge is also a good thing; maybe in 2007 we can make it $600.

There is still time to sign up for the Outreach Week End in Winchester June 24 and 25.  I have applications.

Thanks to Phil Traina, Joe and June La Marca, Gene LaColla, Gene Swann, Jo Lowe and Bob Maida for ignoring the heat and coming out to help at Viva Vienna.  We had about 17 people sign our sheet, and we hope they will come to a meeting and get to know us at the picnic.  Bob was there for about 5 hours and even thought to bring his boom box and Italian music which our neighboring vendors enjoyed.

Mark your calendar for July 9 for the annual lodge picnic and bocce tournament at the KofC grounds.

The lunch bunch will meet June 20 at Joe’s Place Pasta and Pizza on Old Lee Highway at 12 Noon.  See you there.

Get your marching shoes on!  Come show the Italian colors as we march in our green, white and red at the July 4th parade in Fairfax.

Fraternally,

Dot
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FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Saturday June 10
Lodge Meeting
Pot Luck and Italian Card Games
 KofC

7PM

Wednesday June 21


Council Meeting


Fairfax Library
7PM

June 24 and 25



Grand Lodge Outreach Week End
Winchester, Va.

July 4 Parade



Fairfax

March With Lodge Members

Sunday July 9



Lodge Picnic & Bocce Tournament
KofC Grounds












1:00 to 5:00PM

August




No Lodge Meeting
Wine Tasting Trip
Date and Time TBD

LODGE MEETING JUNE 10

The June 10 lodge meeting will be your opportunity to learn about a number of Italian sports and to play some Italian parlor games.  After a brief  business meeting we will hear two-minute presentations to introduce such sports as calcio (soccer – including the 2006 World Cup), bocce (Italian bowling), briscola (and other Italian card games), Italian scrabble, Italian monopoly and perhaps others.  (If you have another sport or game you would like to explain, please contact Joe La Marca at jlamarca@erols.com or 703 455 0376 to get on the schedule.) 

After the introductions to the activities, you can join a group at a table where you can learn and practice the Italian parlor games.  Once you learn them, you will probably want to continue to play them.  You will have another opportunity to do so at the July lodge picnic.  Some members of our lodge even participate in local bocce and briscola leagues.  One who recently learned briscola is so enthusiastic that he is going to Sicily in September to compete internationally.  Must be fun!
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Mark your calendars:  November 5, 2006 is the date for the lodge 25th anniversary celebration.  It will be held at the Springfield American Legion from 1:00 to 5:00 PM.  If you have any interesting collection of pictures, history or articles regarding the early days of the lodge that we might be able to use, get in touch with Paul Agosta or Tony Finocchiaro.

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet on Tuesday, June 20, at noon at Joe’s Place Pasta and Pizza on Old Lee Highway.  All are welcome.  Please RSVP to Dot at 703 978 8499. 

The lodge offers its prayers to the following members who are experiencing health concerns: Herb Nunnenkamp, Marge Finocchiaro and Millie Malm.  If the membership knows of any other members who need prayers, please let Dot know.

If you need a ride to the meetings, give Dot a call at 703 978 8499.  We have a list of volunteers who will pick you up and deliver you back home.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS




Anthony Marasco

June 3





Millie Hogg


June 8






Julie DiCerbo

June 21






Joe Ganci


June 25






Omero Sabatini

June 26
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
There are no lodge anniversaries for this month.  However, Gene and Carol LaColla’s was not included last month.  Belated Happy Anniversary to Gene and Carol who celebrated May 15.

BOWLING IS FUN!  BOWLING WITH THE IHL FAMILY IS TWICE THE FUN!
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The IHL bowlers took to the lanes again May 21.  Most were named Asiello, as several generations of the family turned out in force.  However, the family who bowled the best that day was once again the Finocchiaro family – Marge and Tony tied for the best score—168.  Fortunately for them their closest competitors, John (“The Jock”) Dovel and Paul (“The Powerful”) Nunnenkamp, were absent.  The Saias were strong, too, and the rep from the family Lowe was lucky (just kidding, Jo!)

The next IHL bowling event will likely be held on a day in late July; look for an announcement in next month’s newsletter.  Then join us!

From: Joe La Marca

ITALIAN CONVERSATION GROUP

The next meeting of the combined Italian language conversation group will be on Saturday, June 17, at the home of Giulio Porta.  Since there is a World Cup soccer match between Italy and the U. S. that afternoon, those who want to see the match are invited to come at 3PM.  The usual potluck and Italian conversation will follow at approximately 5PM.  If you do not receive the directions by e-mail, please contact Giulio at 703 978 0004 or the Mignanis at 703 830 7699.
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“I….Love a Parade…..”

Did you know that:

-The Taliaferro family members commanded Virginia units in the Revolutionary War?

-Philip Mazzei, a friend of Thomas Jefferson, helped obtain European financial support for the Revolutionary War, and he influenced the writings of Jefferson, including the phrase , “All men are created equal….”?

-The Italian Heritage Lodge’s theme for this year’s Independence Day celebration parade in Fairfax City will be “THE INFLUENCE OF ITALIANS AND ITALIAN-AMERICANS IN THE FOUNDING OF OUR NATION.”

Why just watch a parade when you can be in it?  Join your fellow lodge members as we walk proudly behind our banner down the streets of Fairfax City this July 4th at 10:00 AM.  Our participants will meet between 8:30 and 9:30 by lining up at the area via Rt. 236/Main Street and Judicial Drive and turning left on Page Avenue, following it to the large parking lot on the left.  Drivers who are dropping off parade participants may use either Parking Garage B or continue to the intersection of Page Ave. and West Street to unload participants.  Children under 6 years of age will not be allowed to walk the one mile parade route.  Participants with questions should contact Joe La Marca on his cell phone at 703 475 6962.

PREVIEWS OF COMING ATTRACTIONS
In addition to the July 4 parade, July 9 picnic and August wine tasting event, we will have guest speakers in September and October speaking on Da Vinci and “Love Italian Style,” respectively.  Our 25th lodge anniversary celebration in November and our annual Christmas party in December round out 2006. 

The January meeting in 2007 will feature a guest speaker on “Regional Italian Dialects”, and in February, lodge members representing different Italian regions will discuss as a panel local customs and stories of life in Italy.
Don’t miss out!  Mark these events on your calendar.

ITALIANS AND GARDENING

In Italy, gardening is a growing passion among Italians.  A poll of 1000 Italian city-dwellers between the ages of 25 and 60 found that a third were passionate gardeners who devoted regular time to their plants on balconies and terraces.  Gardening has traditionally enjoyed its greatest following among women but men, too, are getting into the act.  A third of professional males between 35 and 45 spend time each morning on their balconies before setting off to work.

From The Italian Almanac

SOME ASPECTS OF MY CHILDHOOD IN ITALY

By Omero Sabatini

I was about to turn nine on June 10, 1940, and my memories are still vivid.  Hitler’s armies had stunned the world with their blitzkrieg through France and a number of other European countries.  Mussolini, though formally Hitler’s ally, had remained neutral after Hitler invaded Poland in September, 1939, and as recently as January, 1940, had exhorted his Axis partner to sue for peace.  He knew that Italy was not ready for war but now felt that he had to enter the war on Hitler’s side if Italy were to participate in an eventual peace conference as a victorious nation.  And for that, he said, “all I need is one thousand dead soldiers.”  Note that he said “I need,” not “Italy needs.”

So in the afternoon of that 10th day of June, 1940, virtually every man, woman and child of my village of Tione degli Abruzzi were gathered in the main square to hear, on radio, and from a city hall balcony, a speech that Mussolini was to deliver from his own famous/infamous balcony at Palazzo Venezia.  A couple of years earlier, the government had decreed that there should be at least one radio set in each village so that every one could keep current with the news from Rome.  Before the start of the speech, we could hear the noise of the people gathered under Mussolini’s balcony, but I could hear the “notables” of our village speculate on what the content of the speech might be.  I remember very well that all of them thought that Mussolini was only going to spell out the conditions that would keep Italy out of the war.

To everybody’s dismay, however, the announcement was that the declaration of war had already been delivered to the ambassadors of the United Kingdom and France.  The crowd gathered below Mussolini’s balcony went wild  and kept chanting “DUCE, DUCE, DUCE”, but the reaction of the people gathered in our village square was totally different.  The women began to cry, the men kept shaking their heads, and we children were not quite sure what all that really meant.

What still amazes me is that everybody around me immediately knew that in the long run Italy was bound to lose the war, but Mussolini did not.  At the very moment of the declaration of war, my paesani or fellow villagers began to talk about the foolishness of taking on “the country of Queen Victoria.”  None of them knew that President Roosevelt in his last appeal to Mussolini to stay out of the war had warned him that if Italy entered the war, America would make available to the Allies all “the supplies and materiel which they may require” to defeat the Axis powers.  My fellow villagers who thought it foolish to go to war against the country of Queen Victoria would have been even more astonished by Il Duce’s reply to FDR that America’s help to the Allies was of no concern to him and that he wanted no further pressure from the American president.

Within a few days of Italy’s entry into war, jokes began to circulate all over the country ridiculing Mussolini’s decision.  One of the jokes went like this: Churchill, Hitler and Mussolini are sitting around a swimming pool watching a fish swim in it.  Hitler says that he can catch the fish in no time with his bare hands and jumps in the water, but the fish gets away.  When Churchill’s turn comes, he pulls a spoon out of his pocket and with it starts drawing water from the pool.  The two dictators ask him what he thinks he is doing, and he replies “It takes time, but I’ll starve it to death.”

Italy went from one defeat to the next, and by the time of Pearl Harbor, it had already lost its African Empire and had had to be bailed out by the Germans in Greece and Libya.  And yet, it was Mussolini who declared war on America, not the other way around.  It would be funny if it weren’t tragic.  My mother, who had spent six years in East Chicago, Indiana and who, like the vast majority of Italian children of her generation, never went past fifth grade, understood why the Axis could never win against America, but Hitler and Mussolini did not.  My mother’s reason was this: “Do you know,” she would ask “that there is more merchandise in one [department] store in East Chicago than there is in all the stores in Aquila and Sulmona?  How are we going to win a war against people who can produce all that wealth?”  (Aquila and Sulmona are the two cities near our village.  Now they, too, have their own department stores.)

I could go on and on, but this is getting too long and so I am leaving out some of my favorite stories and anecdotes.  Perhaps I can tell you about them on some other occasion.  Meanwhile, have a nice summer and ciao.
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OPERA LOVERS,
ATTENTION
THE TROTTORIA
DA FRANCO
OFFERS FINE ITALIAN CUISINE
AND GREAT OPERA SELECTIONS
ONE NIGHT EACH MONTH
CALL 703 548 9338 FOR THE NEXT
“OPERA NIGHT” TODAY!
305 S. WASHINGTON ST — ALEXANDRIA
FRANCO ABBRUZZETTI - OWNER &
CHEF
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