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      JANUARY 2006

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy New Year to all!!  As we put the Christmas decorations away for another year, we need to stop and reflect on the past year and look forward to 2006.

Those who were unable to make the Christmas party missed a fun evening.  A special THANK YOU  goes to LaBefana and Santa for stopping by and handing out gifts to the children.  The children in return gave 20 gifts to donate to the hospital; thanks to the generosity of a new member – Debby Wright – we delivered 54 gifts to Health Service for Children (formerly Hospital for Sick Children).  As always, the staff was most appreciative.  Debby donated 34 stuffed animals to our cause.  She told me she does this for charity every year instead of buying coffee mugs for the other employees in her office.  They were each tagged with the name of the employee, a very nice gesture.  THANKS, Debby.  

The “100 Club” numbers were drawn, and the $100 winner was Kenneth Nunnenkamp.  $50 went to Bob Maida and $25 each to John Neuman, Tony Finocchiaro, Bob Nunnenkamp and Grant Barnsbach.  The “50-50” awarded poinsettias to Bob Maida, Ivana Ganci, Ann Lipton, Laura Asiello, Tony Finocchiaro and Rosalie Alligood.  The basket of cheer went to Laura Asiello.

Thanks to John and Laura Asiello for doing the grocery shopping for our “family.”  The food and gifts were delivered on Monday before Christmas.  Everything was greatly appreciated and needed.  $50 gift certificates were given to the three older children and the mother while a Leap Pad was purchased for the 4 year old, and some shaped blocks and a baby doll were given to the baby.

Our next general membership meeting is January 14.  There are some BIG events that will be going on this year: the San Gennaro Festival, our 25th anniversary and preparations for the 2007 convention.  Come to the January 14 roundtable to help us plan the next year and offer your suggestions as to how we can improve our lodge.  Remember, this is your lodge, and we need your input.  Bring your favorite finger food (good way to get rid of holiday leftovers, and as always, beer, wine and soda will be provided.  The meeting starts at 7:30 and time permitting, we will play some card games.  See you there.

Fraternally,

Dot
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OFFICERS FOR 2006 NOMINATED

The nominating committee  has completed its work and has nominated the following members to serve as lodge officers this year:


President – Dot Saia


Vice-President – Joe LaMarca


Orator – Frank Marcinkowski

Recording Secretary – Dolores Marcinkowski


Financial Secretary – Jo Lowe

Treasurer – Herb Nunnenkamp


Trustees – Tony Finocchiaro, Bob Maida, Art Moscattello, Yolanda Pelosi, Phil Traina


Mistress and Master of Ceremonies – Marge Finocchiaro and Gene LaColla


Sentinel – John Dovel


Commission of Arbitration – David Asiello, Laura Asiello, Joe Saia, Fred Michaelangelo and 







Chuck Nardiello

Additional nominations can be made from the floor at the January 14 lodge meeting, and voting will take place in February if there are any contested positions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS


Saturday Jan 14

Lodge Meeting
Roundtable Discussion
at KofC

7PM


Saturday Feb 11

Lodge Meeting
Valentine’s Day

at KofC

7PM


Wednesday Feb 15
Council Meeting



Fairfax Library
7PM


Sunday March 5

Installation of Officers
Brunch



11AM


Saturday April 8

Lodge Meeting

Anniversary Celebration
at KofC
7PM

LODGE NEWS


On January 21, the Lido Italian-American Civic Club will be honoring  Pino Cicala at the Bethesda Hyatt Regency.  Those of you who were at the installation brunch will remember him.  Since 1958 he has been providing the area Italian community with music.  Tickets may be purchased from Paul Bicocci at 301 518 9357.

Would you like to take an overnight trip to Ellis Island and the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum?  We would like to charter a bus and go in the spring if there is enough interest.  We need at least 30 people to make the trip possible by bus.  If interested, contact Frank Marcinkowski.


Our sympathy goes out to the Alligood family on the death of Rosalie’s mother, Kay Maglione, on Nov. 24.  Many of you will remember Kay’s many visits to our lodge and her making pasta when we did “Italian Days” at Leewood Day Care.


We also extend our sympathy to former members, Lucio and Edvige D’Andrea on the loss of their son-in-law, Anthony Alberico.


Herb Nunnenkamp is undergoing knee replacement surgery on Jan.6.  Please keep him in your prayers.  Herb has been a long, faithful member of the “set up crew”, the team that gets together on Saturday morning prior to our lodge meetings to set up the room.  Anyone who might be available to take up the slack while Herb is recuperating would be most welcome.  Contact John Asiello or Jow Saia for details.


The National Student Summit will take place at the Fairview Park Marriott Hotel on March 17-19.  This is open to Italian-American high school seniors and college freshmen and sophomores.  The main objective is to acquaint student participants with the goals and objectives of OSIA and to inspire them to learn more about their Italian language, culture and heritage.  The cost is $250 and is limited to the first 50 students.  The deadline is Feb. 20.  If you know of an interested student, I have applications.


“100 Club” winners were Kenneth Nunnenkamp ($100), Bob Maida ($50), and Grant Barnsbach, Anthony Finocchiaro, John Neuman and Bob Nunnenkamp ($25 each).


The LUNCH BUNCH will meet on Tuesday, Jan. 24 at the Old Country Buffet.  See you there.

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Ken Nunnenkamp
Jan. 1

Margaret Finocchiaro

Jan. 4
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Jan. 3

Laura Strong


Jan. 7

Susan Agosta

Jan. 3

Matthew Lopez


Jan. 10

Art Moscatello

Jan. 4

Nicole Agosta


Jan. 31

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES


Philip and Winnie Traina

Jan. 29


James and Debra Melisi

Jan. 30

BOWLING, ANYONE?

[image: image3.wmf]You are invited to join our lodge’s first ever (in recent memory, anyway) bowling event.  We’ll meet at the Fairfax BowlAmerica at Fairfax Circle, 9699 Lee Hwy, on Sunday, January 29 at 4PM.  To reserve your place on the roster, please contact Sports Committee Chairman, Joe LaMarca at 703 475 6962 or e-mail Joe at jlamarca@erols.com.

MEMBERSHIP (From Barbara Mancini, Membership Chair)

I am pleased to announce our newest member, Debra Wright, to the lodge.  She is the daughter of Benjamin Pasquale.

In an effort to correct member addresses, telephone numbers, e-mail addresses, birthdays, anniversaries and other necessary information, I recently sent out new forms asking everyone whose records were not updated to complete and return new ones.  It is necessary to have each member of the household submit separate forms.  Please give this matter your attention so that I can complete this project as soon as possible.  Those whose forms I have not received are:

Rosalie Alligood, Francis Bonsiero, Susan Bonsiero, Gloria Chernay, Jerry Di Cerbo, Julie Di Cerbo, Charles Gioglio, Mary Gioglio, Leo Grandinetti, Gloria Grandinetti,  Jean Hamilton, John Innello, Patricia Lopez, Carl Malm, Camille Malm, Anthony Marasco, Corrinne Marasco, Alfred Michaelangelo, Rosalind Michaelangelo, Frank Marino, Neil Nappo, Kenneth Nunnenkamp, Giovanna Nunnenkamp, Paul Nunnenkamp,  Joseph Scavetti, Anna Scavetti and Lee Ann Petta.

Please send the completed form to Barbara Grimaldi-Mancini, 8609 Antioch Circle, Vienna, Va.  22180.  I may be contacted at 703 645 0733.

ITALIAN LANGUAGE GROUP

The final meeting of the beginner’s Italian language class was held on Sunday, December 18 at the home of Earl Jones and Linda Biondo Moran..  Group Director Barbara Grimaldi-Mancini was delighted to pass all participants on to the intermediate level.   She wishes to thank all participants for their hard work and dedication.

LODGE MEETING – January 14


The Jan. 14 meeting at the KofC will feature a Council meeting/roundtable discussion to plan the programs and activities for the lodge for 2006.  Members should bring finger food, cookies or fruit to share during the social which starts at 7PM.  Drinks will be provided.  This is a great opportunity for members to see their elected council in session and to help plan this year’s lodge activities. 
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I would like to recommend a series of delightfully exciting and amusing books to help you through the winter months.  Donna Leon features Commissario Brunetti in a series of novels which take place in Venice, Italy.  They are beautifully written and most enjoyable to read.  Their titles are “Death at LaFenice”, “Death In A Strange Country”, “A Venetian Reckoning”, “Acqua Alt”, “The Death of Faith” and “The Anonymous Venetian”.  Please read and enjoy.

Fraternally, Jo Nunnenkamp

OSIA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

The National OSIA Leadership Grant Competition applications are now available for scholarships ranging from $4,000 to $25,000.  All requirements including deadline information are in the application folder.  So, moms, dads and grandparents, get going.  For an application, write to the National Headquarters, Sons of Italy Foundation, 219 E St. N. E., Washington D. C. 20002 or call OSIA at 202 547 5106. You can also obtain an application from Jo Nunnenkamp, State Education Chair, at 703 476 4038.  Hurry, time is fleeting. 

There are also OSIA Virginia scholarships.  The Virginia Grand Lodge is offering five scholarships, four for $1,000 and one for $500.  For details, you can call Dot Saia, lodge president, who by the next lodge meeting will have received the rules and application forms.

NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN SPORTS HALL OF FAME
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Most sports fans know that the baseball hall of fame is in Cooperstown, N. Y., the pro football hall of fame is in Canton, Ohio, and the basketball hall of fame is in Springfield, Mass.  Less well-known is the Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame located in Chicago’s Little Italy.

It had its beginning in 1977 when George Randazzo founded the Italian American Boxing Hall of Fame as a way to raise money for a struggling local Catholic youth program in Chicago.  Randazzo collected boxing photos and memorabilia, a hobby that inspired him to organize a fundraising dinner that brought together a list of boxing greats and celebrities.  The dinner honored 23 former Italian-American boxing world champions including Rocky Graziano, Jake LaMotta, Sammy Angott, Willie Pep, and posthumously Rocky Marciano, Primo Carnera and Tony Canzoneri.

It was such a success that a friend encouraged Randazzo to start a hall of fame for all Italian-American athletes.  One year later the National Italian-American Sports Hall of Fame was founded as a non-profit, educational institution.  The first induction ceremony honored Lou Ambers, Eddie Arcaro, Charlie Trippppi, Gino Marchetti, Dom DiMaggio and “The Yankee Clipper”, Joe DiMaggio.  Vince Lombardi was inducted posthumously.

In the years that followed, celebrities from all walks of life have come to the induction ceremonies to pay tribute to outstanding Italian-American sports champions and heroes.  There are now over 200 inductees enshrined in the hall of fame.  To date the organization has raised over $6 million for scholarships and charitable causes.  In 27 years the collection of sports memorabilia the hall has amassed is second to none.  Thet include Mario Andretti’s Indy 500 race car, Rocky Marciano’s first heavyweight championship belt, Vince Lombardi’s last coat worn as coach of the Green Bay Packers and swimmer Matt Biondi’s Olympic gold medals.










