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OCTOBER 2011
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cara Amici,  
October is a most significant month for the Italian community. Columbus Day is celebrated on the 10th -more on this later in this newsletter. This month, we will hold our monthly lodge meeting on Saturday, October 8, at St. Leo’s K of C hall. The time will be as usual – 7:00 PM - 7: 30 for set up of the food and snacks and a glass of wine before we start our program at 7:30. We are going back to our usual pot-luck meal. Please bring a main dish or a salad or a dessert for 6-8 people. 
We will not have a guest speaker this month. In the past, we have brought in what Lucio and I considered to be interesting and worthwhile speakers; however, I have heard some comments about the presentations - too long, not interesting, etc. At this meeting, I would like to throw the floor open for input from the membership on the future direction of the meetings and what members would like to hear and do and more importantly, support. It is your lodge and we want to provide the best programs for our members. The balance of this year is set. We are going to have a silent auction in November. Start thinking and searching now for those white elephants of value that do not quite fit into your home décor. Remember, one person’s castoff may be another person’s treasure. In December, we will have the usual childrens’ Christmas party that always seems to be a hit. January and February are wide open, and we look for your guidance in the programs for these two months.
I hope to have some new members that will be joining us this month. I also look for the return of members who have been out due to sickness or surgeries. We still have one item of unfinished business from last summer’s grand council meeting in Winchester. Dolores and I look forward to an enjoyable evening with all of you on Saturday, October 8.
Ciao, 
Frank
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Oct. 8

Lodge Meeting

7:00 PM

At St. Leo’s K of C
Oct.  ?

Lunch Bunch


12:00 Noon

At ?
Oct. 19
Council Meeting

7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library

Oct. 22 
Language Group

6:00


At ?
Nov. 12
Lodge Meeting

7:00 PM

At St. Leo’s K of C
LODGE MEETING OCTOBER 8 AT ST. LEO’S
The October lodge meeting will be held at St. Leo’s K of C hall on Saturday, October 8.  See Frank’s message for the details on the program and what to bring in the way of food. Hope to see you there.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The lunch bunch place and date will be sent out in a special email at a later date.
The date for the November lodge meeting will be November 12.  Mark your calendars.
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

John Nardella

Oct. 4


Debra Wright


Oct. 19
Laura Asiello


Oct. 6


Bruno Diconi


Oct. 21
Kevin Brady


Oct. 8


George Asiello

Oct. 26
Marisa Scala


Oct. 11

Joseph Signorelli

Oct. 27

Paul Alligood


Oct. 13
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OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
Frank & Susan Bonsiero


Oct. 6
Joe & June La Marca


Oct. 6
George & Beth Asiello


Oct. 10
Peter & Kathleen Ognibene


Oct. 10
David & Laura Strong


Oct. 18

IN MEMORIAM
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    Earl Tuggle Jones

LODGE WANT ADS
Can you take notes?  The council needs a RECORDING SECRETARY to take the minutes at council meetings and type them up for our records.  

Do you have PR talents?  We also need a PUBLICITY CHAIR to get the word out about our activities.  Both positions are vacant.  If you can help with either, give John Asiello a call at 703 321 7840.
LANGUAGE GROUP

The language group will meet on October 22 at 6:00 PM.  Carlo and Betsy will apprise members of the location.
WEATHER IN ITALY IN OCTOBER
You’ll find that the average temperature drops quite a bit from September to October (in some places by around 10 degrees F), so this is the month that really feels like autumn even if September was still summer like. Rain is also more prevalent in October although you can sometimes still enjoy sunny and warm days followed by cool nights.

It may still be warm enough to spend some time at the beach during October, especially early in the month, but beach weather is far less reliable in October – if lying on the beach is your main goal for an Italy visit, then October isn’t the month to go.

The temperature in October is generally mild enough that spending lots of time exploring outdoor attractions is enjoyable, and you won’t feel like you need to take breaks from oppressive heat. Of course, it’s not unheard of for it to rain more often than not throughout the month – so this is one of those months when you may get equal use out of your sunglasses and umbrella.

Temperatures in October vary depending on where you are in Italy, but as a general rule of thumb these are the ranges:

· Northern Italy: 45-65°F (7-18°C)

· Central Italy: 55-70°F (13-21°C)

· Southern Italy: 65-75°F (18-24°C)

The following is another article on Italian film history produced by lodge member Joseph Onofrietti.  The movie will be shown at the Italian Cultural Society’s general meeting on Sunday, October 16, from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.  The society meets at the Friendship Heights Community Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, MD.  The movie is free of charge as is parking.  More details can be found at www.italianculturalsociety.org.
La Magnani Nannarella
Would cinecitta` want a woman so superstitious she consulted astrologers and numerologists?  Could directors put up with a hypochondriac who often yells “cut” to check her temperature?  Why does the Embassy of Italy hang a portrait in its luncheon room of this cigar smoking actress they affectionately call La Magnani Nannarella?  The answer is yes, because she is probably the greatest Italian actress.  
Born in 1908, Anna Magnani was an illegitimate child who never met her father.  Her mother left her to be raised by her grandparents in a Roman ghetto.  She went to school in a convent and became interested in acting by watching the nuns stage their Christmas play.  She supported herself through Rome’s Academy of Dramatic Art by playing piano and singing in bars.  In 1925, Magnani graduated and spent eight long years fighting for bit parts until director Goffredo Alessandrini discovered her in an experimental play.  The two dated, married and the following year he gave her the role of Anna in La Cieca di Sorrento (1934).  Both Luchino Visconti and Roberto Rossalini saw it and were so moved by her fiery, raw emotions that they started having her star in their films.  Tennessee Williams wrote The Rose Tattoo (1955) specifically for her.  She was nominated for best actress.  Convinced that she would never win the Oscar, she did not attend the Academy Awards Ceremony.  When a reporter woke her out of a sound sleep in Rome to give her the good news she had won, Anna Magnani responded “You’re lying.  If this is a joke, I’ll kill you!”  Fittingly, the last part she ever played was herself in Federico Fellini’s Roma (1972).  The next year, pancreatic cancer took her, and she was laid to rest in the family mausoleum of Roberto Rossellini, her favorite director and longtime friend.
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The Italian Cultural Society’s October film of the month is Mamma Roma (1962).  Nastro d’Argento and Academy Award winner Anna Magnani is Mamma Garofolo in this tragic tale of a mother’s love and sacrifice for her son.  One day, Director Pier Paolo Pasolini spotted Ettore Garofolo waiting tables and convinced him to make a movie.  Thus, a novice plays opposite a living legend in Mamma Roma.  Italian with English subtitles.
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS FACTS
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Christopher Columbus was born sometime between August 25 and October 31 in 1451 in Genoa, which is a part of modern Italy.  His father's name was Domenico Colombo, who was a middle-class wool weaver, and his mother was Susanna Fontanarossa.  He had four brothers:  Bartolomeo, Giovanni Pellegrino, and Giacomo.  Through his writings, we know that Columbus went to sea when he was ten years old.  His family went to Savona and his father took over a tavern.  Columbus also was on a Genoese ship hired for Rene I of Anjou to conquer the Kingdom of Naples.  Columbus married Filipa Moniz Perestrello, the daughter of the Porto Santo governor.  His son Diego was born in 1479 or 1480.  Felipa is thought to have died in 1485, or else he left her, and records are unclear.  Either way, he ended up finding a mistress in Spain in 1487 named Beatriz Enriquez de Arana, a 20 year old orphan.  

Christopher Columbus is known for being a navigator, explorer, and colonizer.  He made voyages over the Atlantic Ocean which increased European awareness of the American continents found in the Western Hemisphere.  He had four voyages of exploration as well as several attempts to establish settlements on Hispaniola, which were funded by Isabella I of Castile.  He started the process of Spanish colonization which lead to the colonization of the New World.

Columbus is often mistakenly credited with being the first to reach the Americas from Europe, but he was actually not the first, having been preceded by at, a minimum, one other group, the Norse, which were led by Leif Ericson.  Ericson built a temporary settlement at L'Anse aux meadows, around 500 years earlier.  Columbus was the one who started contact of a widespread nature between the indigenous Americans and Europeans.  

It was believed that Columbus was born in Genoa, but there are alternate theories.  He may have been Catalan.  Either way, his voyage in 1492 came at an important time of national imperialism and economic competition between states that were developing and seeking wealth from colonies and trade routes.  Columbus underestimated the circumference of the Earth and believed that a westward route from Iberia to the Indies would be a shorter route than the land trade route through Arabia.  If his argument were true, Spain could enter into the spice trade which was very lucrative.  Prior to this time, it was commanded by the Italians and the Arabs.  He plotted his course and instead landed in the Bahamas Archipelago, where he named the locale, San Salvador.  He believed the mainland was the East-Asian mainland rather than the North-American island, so he referred to the people living there as "Indios."  Today, Columbus Day is observed in the U. S. on the second Monday in October.
[image: image5.jpg]PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS

. = . ) www.MajcaRealty.com
3 generations of quality craftsmanship
-

Pa

< PELOSI WOOD FLOORS, INC
Wood Floor and Ceramic Tile Specialists

25 Years Experience
Installation - Refinishing - Staining - Floor Repairs REALTY tic ...@

CommerCiallReSidential w— | FEATOR" o a, Maryland & Washington, DC

. WWW.Pelosiwoodfloors.com 11864 Sunrise Valley Drive « Suite 101 « Reston, Virginia 20191
Gene Pelosi orc 703-339-9515 « rax 703-339-9514 « cer. 703-627-2117
Licensed/Insured 703-791-4831 Ed.Majca@PenFedRealty.com

Ed Majca, Associate Broker, Retired Military
Accredited Buyer Representative
NVAR Top Producer

M.A., Central Michigan University
Residential Sales & Investment

Allegiance

ITALIAN
TUTORING
June La Marca

ABR, CRS, GRI Native speaker from Rome
“Life Member” Top Producer
Moderate rates

5641 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, Virginia 22015
Office: (703) 250-8500 Carlo Migrani dimimed S@yahoo.com

Toll Free: (800) 344-7253

@ P E-Mail: jlamarca @ erols.com FaiTax, VA r (703) 830 7699
m C\l‘/S (’?KFR\ 2 Each Office Independently Owned and M- H

ANTENNA ITALIA

ANTENNA ITALIA is now on the AMICO website. Get news from Italy and information on
Italian and Italian-American events as well as music & commentary in streaming audio.
Log on any time at Pino Cicala's web site, amico

www.italianamericancommunications.org
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