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NOVEMBER 2010

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Cari amici,

As I write this, the mid-term elections are upon us. In this regard, I have two wishes: first, I hope that all my lodge brothers and sisters exercise their right and duty by voting; second, I wish that all newly elected senators and representatives who are not military veterans spend Veteran’s Day by visiting Arlington National Cemetery and the Walter Reed Medical Center to gain a better appreciation for those who made the ultimate sacrifice and for those who survived, albeit suffering injuries that will impact their lives and the lives of their loved ones. Perhaps then, our elected leaders will be more considerate in their legislation of military and veteran’s affairs.

We will be having our monthly lodge meeting on Saturday, November 13, at the old St. Mary’s K of C hall on Fairfax Station Road at 7 PM. Directions were provided in last month’s newsletter so I won’t repeat them. As usual, we will have a pot luck meal. Everybody is requested to bring a main dish or a side dish or a dessert for 6 people. The lodge will provide beverages. Lucio has arranged an interesting presentation by one of our own lodge members. Details will follow.

Beyond this month, we have our annual Christmas party in December and an auction in January. Our lunch bunch will convene at noon on Wednesday, November 17, at the Olive Garden in Fair Lakes. The council will meet the same evening at the Fairfax library at 7 PM.

In conclusion, Dolores and I hope that all of you are enjoying the fall colors as much as we are and that you continue to do so.

Ciao,
Frank 
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FUTURE LODGE-RELATED EVENTS

Nov. 13

Lodge Meeting

7:00 PM

St. Mary’s KofC

Nov. 17

Lunch Bunch


12:00 Noon

At Olive Graden (Fair Lakes)

Nov. 17

Council Meeting

7:00 PM

At Fairfax Library

Nov. 27

Language Group

6:00 PM

At the Jones'



LODGE MEETING ON NOV. 13 TO BE HELD AT (OLD) ST. MARY’S

The November lodge meeting will be held again at (Old) St. Mary’s.  See Frank’s message for what food items to bring.  The speaker will be lodge member Anne Marrelli, Ph.D., who is a senior psychologist with the Federal Aviation Administration.  Her subject will be her work at the FAA and Italians in the history of aviation.  Anne has more than 25 years of experience in organizational performance improvement and has worked in both the private and public sectors.  She has masters and doctoral degrees in psychology and has published numerous articles and technical reports.

The social begins at 6:30 and the dinner at 7:00.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The LUNCH BUNCH will meet November 17 at noon at The Olive Garden at Fair Lakes.                              Contact Frank Marcinkowski for reservations (703 323 8447) or fmarcinkow(at)verizon.net.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

The language group will meet November 27 at the home of Linda and Earl Jones.  Please obtain directions and advise Carlo and Betsy (mignani(at)cox.net, 703-830-7699) what dish you plan to provide.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Denny d’Alelio



Nov. 7



Joseph Onofrietti



Nov. 13

Tony Finocchiaro



Nov. 20

Lilda Lando




Nov. 21
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Carl & Millie Malm



Nov. 14

Dennis & Eleanor Lillo


Nov. 26

Steven & Ann Lipton


Nov. 30

IN MEMORIAM
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    Marge Finocchiaro




        
    Chuck Nardiello

The White House

Office of the Press Secretary

For Immediate Release 

October 08, 2010 

Presidential Proclamation--Columbus Day

Over five centuries ago, Christopher Columbus set sail across the Atlantic Ocean in search of a new trade route to India.  The findings of this explorer from Genoa, Italy, would change the map of the world and forever alter the course of human history.

When Columbus's crewmembers came ashore in the Americas, they arrived in a world previously unknown to his contemporaries in Europe.  Columbus returned to the Caribbean three more times after his maiden voyage in 1492 convinced of the vast potential of what he had seen.  His expeditions foreshadowed the journey across the seas for millions of courageous immigrants who followed.  As they settled, they joined indigenous communities with thriving cultures.  Today, we reflect on the myriad contributions tribal communities have made to our Nation and the world, and we remember the tremendous suffering they endured as this land changed.

For more than 500 years, women and men from every corner of the globe have embarked on journeys to our shores as did Columbus.  Some have sought refuge from religious or political oppression, and others have departed nations ravaged by war, famine, or economic despair.  Columbus charted a course for generations of Italians who followed his crossing to America.  As Italy marks the 150th anniversary of its unification this year, we celebrate the incalculable contributions of Italian Americans, whose determination, hard work, and leadership have done so much to build the strength of our Nation.

What Columbus encountered over half a millennia ago was more than earth or continent.  His epic quest into the unknown may not have revealed the new trade route he sought, but it exposed the boundless potential of a new frontier.  It is this intrepid character and spirit of possibility that has come to define America, and is the reason countless families still journey to our shores.

In commemoration of Christopher Columbus' historic voyage 518 years ago, the Congress, by joint resolution of April 30, 1934, and modified in 1968 (36 U.S.C. 107), as amended, has requested the President proclaim the second Monday of October of each year as "Columbus Day."

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim October 11, 2010, as Columbus Day.  I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activities.  I also direct that the Flag of the United States be displayed on all public buildings on the appointed day in honor of Christopher Columbus.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand ten, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-fifth.

BARACK OBAMA

The Brothers Taviani Share Director’s Chair

The Taviani brothers hail from San Miniato in Tuscany.  Vittorio and Paolo graduated from the University of Pisa and began their careers as journalists.  While doing research, they met Valentino Orsini who introduced them to the world of cinema by offering screenwriting jobs at his cine-club in Pisa.  The pair wrote short documentaries throughout the 1950’s and full length features in the 1960’s.  With Orsini’s guidance, they began directing.  Paolo’s wife, Lina, joined the brothers on the set as costume designer.  Success came with the release of Sotto il segno dello Scorpione (1969).

Taviani movies are well known for two things.  First, they use frequent panoramic and long range shots to draw attention to the locale.  Second, they are literary adaptations.  San Michele aveva un gallo (1971) was based on Leo Tolstoy’s novel “The Divine and the Human.” Kaos (1984) was based on Luigi Pirandello’s “Short Stories for a Year.”  Le affinita` elettive (1996) was taken from a Johann Wolfgang Goethe poem.  Today the Taviani brothers can be found making miniseries specials for RAI television.       
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The Italian Cultural Society film of the month is Padre Padrone.  This uplifting movie is based on the book by Gavino Ledda.  His autobiography recalls the struggle of a Sardinian shepherd boy to overcome the cruel traditions of his patriarchal society.  Omero Antonutti (El Dorado, Miracle at Santa Ana) turns in a tremendous performance as the merciless, abusive father who drags six year old Gavino (Fabrizio Forte) out of school and enslaves him to tend their flock in isolation.  Fourteen long years pass until one day Gavino (Saverio Marconi) is ordered to do heavy labor for a village religious procession when someone passes an idea along that Gavino thinks will lead to his freedom.  Will he break free to discover the outside world and his place in it?  Directors Paolo and Vittorio Taviani marvelously capture the beautiful landscape of Sardinia.  Padre Padrone won best picture at the 1977 Cannes Film Festival and the Association of Italian Film Critics Silver Ribbon Award for best new actor (Saverio Marconi).  The movie is in Italian with English subtitles.     

For more information about the ICS, contact Joe Onofrietti  at 703 300 7052.     
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