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Joe La Marca

Cari Amici,

I am privileged to be associated with such dedicated advocates of Italian and Italian-American culture.  Our lodge is a vibrant organization where volunteers to help further our cause are easy to find.  Unfortunately, some lodges really struggle.  This past weekend, I met an active OSIA member of another lodge in our metro area who lamented that there are only twenty members in her organization, of whom only about seven can normally be expected to attend lodge functions. That news made me reflect upon the energy and efforts which our 100 + members exert to produce such excellent results.  Yes, there are larger lodges (where there are fewer of them), but we flourish because we work at it.  David Asiello recently brought in five new contributing members.  He reminds us that we can all work harder!

Speaking of hard work producing grand results, some of us recently visited Mantua Elementary School where our lodge provides funding support for Italian language lessons, thanks to the pioneering efforts of Art Moscatello.  We were (I’m not sure of the translation to Italian of “blown away,” but let’s say) extremely impressed with the quality of the lessons.  We Italian-American visitors from our lodge were without the benefit of such early training, so we were very envious; yet we left also proud that our lodge is helping.

Grazie to those who provided the equipment and time to help make our presence productive on Memorial Day week end at our booth at Viva Vienna!  It’s fun to meet the public and proudly promote lodge membership.  As I write this, regrettably I do not have the list of volunteers to thank publicly.  Bob Maida did another great job of managing this function.  Unfortunately, it was his last contribution to our lodge, as he has left the area to return to his Italian-American neighborhood in New York City.  He will be sorely missed!

As the newsletter goes to press, some of us lodge members are packing our bags to further the advancement and preservation of our culture via the leverage that comes from sharing ideas with fellow enthusiastic members of other Virginia lodges at the Order Sons of Italy Grand Lodge of Virginia Biennial Convention, this time in Williamsburg.  Wish you could all be there for the information exchanges and camaraderie.

I look forward to seeing you all at the June general membership meeting as well as at other lodge functions this month.  However, because July’s lodge activities will start so near the publication date of the next edition of La Bandiera, there is quite a bit of July information in this edition, as well.  Please read, heed, participate, and enjoy!

Fraternally yours,  Joe
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

June  5 & 6

Grand Lodge Convention



Williamsburg, Va.

June 13

Lodge Meeting


7:00 PM
At KofC

June 17

Council Meeting


7:00 PM
Fairfax Regional Library, Ffx City

June 20

Language Group


6:00 PM
La Marca Residence

June 25

Lunch Bunch



12:30PM
Vespucci (Fairfax City)

July 4


Parade



10:00 AM
Fairfax City

July 12

Lodge Picnic



1:00 PM
At KofC


JUNE LODGE MEETING IS SATURDAY, JUNE 13, AT 7:00PM

The June lodge meeting will be held at the Knights of Columbus on June 13 at 7:00 PM. The program is “Guess Which Italian I Am,” and all ages can play.  The food will be heavy hors d’oeuvres, and please bring enough to feed six people.  Beverages will be provided by the lodge.  Hope to see you there!
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lunch Bunch will meet June 25 at 12:30 at Vespucci Italian Restaurant, 10579 Fairfax Blvd. (Lee Hwy), Fairfax City (just west of intersection with Rt. 123).  The Pasta Festival Buffet runs $9.95.  For reservations, call Joe La Marca at 703 475 6962 or email Joe at jlamarca(at)erols.com.  Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed.  

Elvira Caruso has accepted the appointment to be the new lodge membership chairperson.  Please refer potential new members to her.  Elvira can be reached at 703 361 1896, and her e-mail address is Elvira10(at)AOL.Com.  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Anthony Marasco


June 3





Julie DiCerbo



June 21




Darin Reale



June 22




Omero Sabatini


June 26
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JUNE ANNIVERSARIES

Debra Wright




June 1

Chuck & Mary Nardiello


June 2

Russell & Karen Marie DeRose

June 5

Fred & Maria Ingham


June 9

Gregory & Carla Walsh


June 9

Tom Davis & JeanneMarie Devolites
June 26

Lucio & Edvige D’Andrea


June 27

Joe and Dot Saia



June 28


GRAND LODGE CONVENTION

The OSIA Grand Lodge of Virginia will hold its biennial convention on June 5 and 6, 2009, at the Crown Plaza Williamsburg at Fort Magruder.  You can visit the grand lodge website at http://osiava.org/id33.html for hotel and convention reservation information and for detailed information about the program.  

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet Saturday, June 20, at 6:00PM at the La Marca’s.  All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Carlo or Betsy Mignani at mignani(at)cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699.

ITALIAN PHRASES

FALSE FRIENDS (From Betsy Magnani)

Many Italian words look like English words and have similar meanings.  Technically called “cognates,” this is true especially where the English and Italian share a root from Latin.  

For  example, dizionario is dictionary, museo is museum, stazione,  station, studiare, to study, etc.

The appearance can trip you up when the meanings are quite different. 

Some examples:

camera –  room, not a photographic tool (macchina fotografica)

libreria – bookstore, not a library (biblioteca)

magazzino – warehouse, not magazine (rivista)

parente – relative in general, not Mom and Pop (genitori)

confrontare – to compare, not to confront (affrontare)

tastare – to touch, not to taste (assaggiare)

argomento – topic, not argument (disputa)

fabbrica – factory, not fabric (tessuto)

sale – salt, not a sale. (vendita, svendita, saldo)

These are called “false friends” or falsi amici.  

As the expression goes, “Fidarsi è buono, non fidarsi è meglio.”  (To trust is good, to be skeptical is better!)

Top of Form

Exclusive offer to OSIA members only! 
 
 
Receive $10 off select performances of Washington National Opera's production of Turandot by Giacomo Puccini.  Click here Click herefor discount code.   to order tickets.   
 Visit OSIA.org's e-Marketplace for members only discounts and special offers!

LODGE PICNIC JULY 12

The lodge will hold its annual picnic on the grounds of the Knights of Columbus behind St. Leo’s Church from 1:00 to 5:00 Sunday, July 12.  This event takes the place of the regular lodge meeting held the second Saturday of each month.  For planning purposes, John Asiello would like a head count in advance of those coming and some VOLUNTEERS to help set up at 9:00AM.  If you can help, RSVP to John at 703 321 7840.  Come enjoy the fun, food and games (test your bocce skills).  Here are the details: 

[image: image7.wmf]Date: Sunday, July 12

Time: 1:00 to 5:00PM 

Place: KofC grounds, St. Leo’s Catholic Church, Fairfax

Menu: Sausage, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers with all the trimmings


Pasta Salad and Antipasto Salad


Green Bean Salad


Baked Beans

Indoor air conditioned dining available

Beverages: Beer, Wine, Iced Tea, Soda and Bottled Water

Dessert: Watermelon

Cost: $10 per adult, $3 per child age 7 to 12, total cost not to exceed $25 per family in same household.
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FROM BOWLING TO BOCCE!

Lodge bowling will take a break for the summer and will resume in the fall. 

However, we are starting a group to play bocce (Bowling, Italian Style!).  If you would like to play or learn to play this great traditional outdoor game, contact John Dovel, Weasel@erols.com or (703) 241-7775.  (If you’re not sure what Bocce is, be sure to attend the lodge picnic July 12.)

Italian Community Calendar- May 2009

PROVIDED BY
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Serving the Italian-American Community in Washington D.C.
Your key to Washington Italiana





THE NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART
March 1 to August 2- Heaven on Earth: Manuscript Illumination .
May 3 to August 9,2009- Jarsomir Funke and the Amateur Avant-Garde Czech and Slovak Photography between the world war

WASHINGTON NATIONAL OPERA
May 16 to June 4– Puccini’s TURANDOT -16,19,21,24(m),27,30 may and 1,4 June- Volonte/Farina

"Festa Italiana of Washington, DC" on Sunday, June 28
[image: image9.wmf]PRAYERS AND CONCERNS

Marge Finocchiaro

INFO FOR IHL PARADE PARTICIPANTS

JULY 4th, 2009, FAIRFAX CITY
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THE WHY, WHO, WHAT, WHEN, WHERE, and HOW

WHY: Gets good publicity for our lodge; helps recruiting, for example.  It’s also a great group experience and lots of fun!

WHO:  You and whoever else you can recruit to fill our ranks.  Since many of our regular and social members will be away or otherwise committed for the holiday, we need numbers of paraders to make a good impression!  So please invite your friends and neighbors.  They need not be of Italian ancestry, as long as they appreciate our culture.  There are only a few other considerations:  they must be at least six years old, they must not in any anyway embarrass us, and they must not be a “unit” that would normally need to apply to the Fairfax parade committee to participate. 

WHAT:  Wear an OSIA shirt, if you have one; otherwise, wear a white shirt.  You may also choose, instead, to wear Italian or U.S. themed clothing. There are also a few more $15 official IHL caps.  To reserve one please contact Joe La Marca 703-475-6962, jlamarca@erols.com.  Of course, don‘t forget sunscreen and good walking shoes; (hopefully you won’t need an umbrella, we haven’t in previous parades).

WHEN:  Meet by 9:30 AM.  Parade steps off at 10:00.  It’s a very short parade with many fond memories to be had along the way.

WHERE:  Line up in the Massey Building Complex parking lot on Page Avenue in Fairfax City, home of our lodge.  Page Avenue runs parallel with Main Street in Fairfax City.  See map.

HOW:  (The following directions might sound complicated, but if you look at the map on the following page, it will all make sense)

The roads in the parade area (Main Street, University Drive, Route 123, West Street, and Armstrong Street) will be closed to all traffic at 8:00 AM.  The only exception is Judicial Drive off Route 236/Main Street.  Traffic on Route 123 northbound must follow detour signs for Route 236 west (Main Street) to Judicial Drive after 8:30 AM.  (Note:  don’t be shocked if you find roadblocks along the way.  Just explain to whoever impedes your path that you or your passengers are in the parade.   Moral to the story:  leave early, expect chaos, and don’t worry about it.  It will in the long run be a terrific experience in which all will work out well!)

All traffic must enter the line-up area via Rt. 236/Main Street and Judicial Drive.  Turn onto Page Avenue; follow it to the large parking lot on the left.  If you are in your vehicle dropping off parade participants, enter the parade line-up area via R. 236/Main Street and Judicial Drive, and turn left on Page Avenue.  

Parking is available at the Massey Building Complex, Parking Garage B (not Garage A), located on Page Avenue.  Parking passes are not required.   (If you park along the parade route, instead, you will have to wait until the parade is complete and streets have been reopened before you can leave with your car.)

If you are just dropping off passengers, continue to the intersection of Page Avenue and West Street to unload participants, who will need to walk to our line up area from there.  After dropping off passengers exit the line-up area by turning left onto West Street, then turn left onto Rt. 236/Main St.

Upon completion of the parade, continue down Judicial Drive, and turn right onto Page Avenue to retrieve your vehicle at the Massey Building Complex, then exit via Judicial Drive to Rt. 236/Main Street. 

For questions, see the official parade web site:

http://www.fairfaxva.gov/specialevents/IDC/DayParade.asp
If you have any further questions after reading all this, or should you have any difficulties on the day of the parade, call Joe La Marca on his cell, 703-475-6962.
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ITALIAN
TUTORING

Native speaker from Rome
Moderate rates

Carlo Mignani
Fairfax, VA

dimmi45@yahoo.com
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TUNE IN “ANTENNA ITALIA”
FOR NEWS OF THE ITALIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY

Listen to Pino Cicala

On the internet browse AMICO www.italianamericancommunications.org
The website for anything Italian in the Washington, DC area & beyond
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