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Joe La Marca

A un martello ogni casa come un chiodo.  “To a hammer, everything looks like a nail.”  To your lodge president many of November’s aspects reflect our order.  Here are some examples:  

- The various vibrant colors in the fall foliage remind me that while we members share common values, such as appreciation of Italian and Italian-American culture, we certainly don’t all look alike.  Some members of Italian descent share physical features of the various foreign rulers of Italy, and those with little or no Italian lineage complete the colorful variation.  Together we comprise a “bellisimo” landscape.

- The American football season reminds me that challenges that are successful must entail careful planning, preparation, and perspiration.  Your officers and lodge volunteers do much hard team work in the background to ensure that our events succeed.  Are you ready to come off the bench in support?

- The conclusion of our voting process this month, as the nation sets aside its political differences, accepts the will of the people, and begins to work together, reminds me of the way your lodge officers work together, finding consensus and synergy among our talents and moving our order forward.  (Our U.S. political system, as tiring it can be, seems to work better than a certain European nation I love that has many dozens of parties and candidates, and when the election is over, still does not guarantee stability and permanence in the interim before the next election.) 

- The harvest season reminds me that we are currently reaping the results of seeds sown and nourished in the past.  Thus, we need to plan ahead to meet our future needs, such as the aging of our members and the likely dilution of the precious culture we celebrate.  Your ideas are most welcome.

- “La festa del Ringraziamento,” i.e. “Thanksgiving” reminds of several things about our order:

  -- We have much for which to be thankful, of course.  Where to begin?  Thanks to the Italian immigrants who helped make our nation strong and provided such a rich cultural heritage.  Thanks to the communication and transportation advances that make possible ties to the motherland, to distant domestic and international relatives and to coordination of local projects.  (Sorry, there’s not enough paper in this newsletter to provide for the list of things for which we should be thankful!)

  -- We share the familial aspects of the Thanksgiving experience.  We say grace and break bread together at almost every event we sponsor.  Moreover, the November General Membership meeting plan concocted by our clever Vice President will provide a fun way to get to know our fellow IHL “family” members better.  For potential members. it will be an extraordinary opportunity to “check us out” so invite your friends.

November is to be savored—cooler than summer, warmer than winter, exciting.  I look forward to sharing it with you.  As Earl Jones wrote at the end of each email from Italy this year, “Life is good”!
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The Italian Heritage Lodge meets at the Knights of Columbus Hall behind St. Leo’s Catholic Church, 3704 Old Lee Highway, Fairfax, Va.

La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS

Nov. 8


Lodge Meeting

7:00PM

At Knights of Columbus

Nov. 9


AMHS Gala


7:00PM

Greenbelt, Md.

Nov. 19

Council Meeting

7:30PM

Fairfax Library

Dec. 13

Lodge Christmas Party
6:00PM

At Knights of Columbus

NOVEMBER LODGE MEETING

This month’s meeting on Nov. 8 will provide our members and guests an opportunity to get to know other members better by participating in a member and club history scavenger hunt (club histories will be available for sale at the check-in desk).  When you sign-in, you will receive a page with little known facts about various members and club history.  All members will have the opportunity to actively participate in the program by either “working the room” to find answers to the scavenger questions or by being an observer and answer-checker to determine who will win prizes.  The food format will be finger foods and finger desserts.  There will be perimeter seating so members can mingle and talk but rest when necessary.  Any attending members and their guests who have not already provided Rosalie with little-known facts about yourself, please e-mail her at RMA8891@Verizon.Net by midnight on Wed, Nov. 5, 2008.
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Lunch Bunch will meet at noon, Tuesday, Nov. 18, at the Old Country Buffet.  Reservations are not required. Everyone is welcome; it’s strictly a social event; no lodge business will be discussed. 

Note the change in time from 7:00 to 7:30PM for the start of the Council Meeting on Nov. 19 at the Fairfax Library . 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Denny d’Alelio


Nov. 7

Tony Finocchiaro

Nov. 20

Joseph Onofrietti


Nov. 13
Lilda Lando


Nov. 21
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Carl & Millie Malm


Nov. 14

Mary-Ann Lombardi-Ingram
Nov. 14

Steve & Ann Lipton


Nov. 30

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITY
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SEVEN-DAY ALL-INCLUSIVE TOUR OF ANCIENT SICILY:

OSIA National is promoting trips to Sicily through Unitours starting at less than $2,000.  John DiBella of the George Washington Lodge has volunteered to organize a group from all the Virginia OSIA lodges for the tour starting March 10, 2009.  You can read details in the current issue of OSIA’s Italian America magazine, winter 2008, pages 14-16.  For additional details, a copy of the brochures and application form, call Unitours at 1-800-777-7432 or log on to our www.osia.org website.

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP

The group will meet Saturday, November 22, at 6:00 at the home of Carlo and Betsy Mignani.

All are welcome regardless of Italian language proficiency.  If you plan to attend, please obtain directions and indicate which food item you plan to bring for the meal by contacting Carlo or Betsy at mignani@cox.net or by phone at 703 830 7699.
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Marge Finnochiaro

ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES FROM CARLO MIGNANI

Nomi Italiani

Each of us has a name and a surname, but in other times and countries, there were different customs.  For example, the Romans used three names, such as Marcus Tullius Cicero or Gaius Julius Caesar. The first was the prænomen of which only about 30 were used, the second, the nomen, or gens, was the family name originally derived from their tribe.  The third, the cognomen, indicated the branch of the family. In Italian the first name is called nome and the last name is cognome.
In Italy, most first names have their origin in Latin, German or the Bible.  

Alberto

German
adal-berth = shining noble

Anna

Hebrew
grace, favor

Carlo

German
karl = strong man

Claudio
Latin

claudus =  lame

Emanuele
Hebrew
immanu-El = God is with us

Filippo

Greek

phillippos = lover of horses

Francesca
Latin

from France

Franco

German
free man

Giorgio

Greek

gheorgòs = farmer

Giovanni
Hebrew
Jeho-hanan = God is gracious

Giulio

Latin

down-bearded youth

Giuseppe
Hebrew
yosef = God will increase

Guido

German
wido = man of the forest

Marco

Latin

from the god Mars

Paolo

Latin

small, humble

Patrizia
Latin

patrician

Pietro

Greek

stone

Roberto
German
hrod-beraht = bright fame

Rosa

Latin

rose

Silvia

Latin

wooded, forest

Carlo










