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DECEMBER 2007
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Boun Natale:
The Christmas season is here!  Everything is so festive:  parties, traditional foods, trimming the tree, giving and receiving gifts and the time of celebration with family and friends.  Amid all the hustle and bustle, take time to reflect on the true meaning of Christmas, thank God for all your blessings, say a prayer for all those fighting for our FREEDOM and remember the less fortunate.

Santa and La Befana will be making a visit to our Christmas party on Dec. 8, so be sure to bring your children and grandchildren.  Santa will have a gift for kids 12 and under; call John Asiello (703 321 7840) with the child’s name, age and sex so Santa’s gift will be appropriate for them.  Children (adults also, if they so desire) are to bring an UNWRAPPED gift to place under the tree for patients at “Hospital for Sick Children”.

We will also be collecting for our “Adopt-A-Family”.  Our family this year consists of 2 adults, 2 girls, ages 3 and 13 and 2 boys, ages 9 and 7.  We will be providing gifts for each family member plus a gift certificate for them to purchase food for Christmas dinner.  Please be generous in your giving.  If you are unable to attend the meeting but wish to contribute, please send your check made out to “Italian Heritage Lodge” to me by Dec. 15.
The nominating committee consisting of Paul Agosta, Fred Michaelangelo and John Asiello are hard at work to form the Council for the upcoming year.  Please consider holding an office.  This is YOUR lodge so contact one of the committee and volunteer your services.

GREAT IDEA!!!!!    When you are making out your Christmas card list, please include the following:  

A Recovering American Soldier






   C/O Walter Reed Army Medical Center






   6900 Georgia Ave.






   Washington, D. C. 20307-5001

To all, love, peace and joy.

Fraternally,
Dot
ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE 2517 - OFFICERS

President

Dot Saia





Lodge Trustees

703 978 8499   dmjcs@Cox.Net




Janine Andriole -- Bob Maida

Vice-President
Joe LaMarca




Joe Ganci -- Phil Traina

703 475 6962
 Jlamarca@Erols.Com




Yolanda Pelosi

Imm Past President
Omero Sabatini



Master/Mistress of Ceremonies

703 931 5054   Sabakiko72@Comcast.Net



John Dovel
Orator


Frank Marcinkowski Sr.



703 323 8447
 FMarcinkow@AOL.Com



Sentinel – Victor Haburchak


Recording Secy
Dolores Marcinkowski



Membership Chair:
703 323 8447
 FMarcinkow@AOL.Com



Bob Maida (Bob631@AOL.com)

Financial Secy
Jo Lowe




Members on the Grand Lodge

703 449 0682   Lowejs@AOL.Com




Jo Vidiri Nunnenkamp – President
Treasurer

Gene LaColla




703 893 4270
703 246 9464
 Gino4one@AOL.Com



Omero Sabatini, Trustee (703 931 5054) 










Sabakiko72@Comcast.Net
La Bandiera Editor:

Paul Alligood, 703 848 1758 - Palli14145@AOL.Com, 1908 Youngblood St., McLean, Va. 22101

Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG (upper case added for emphasis – not required on the address line).  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.
FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
December 8

Lodge Christmas Party
7:00PM
At KofC
Santa and La Befana
January 12

Lodge meeting

7:00PM
At KofC
January Council Meeting – Time and place to be announced
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Order Sons of Italy in America





LODGE’S CHILDRENS’ CHRISTMAS PARTY DECEMBER 8
Our children’s Christmas party is for children of all ages.  We will celebrate with a family style POT LUCK dinner, video Christmas stories, gifts from Santa and La Befana will fly in.  There is usually a large turnout so bring LOTS OF FOOD.  Festivities begin at 7PM.
As noted in Dot’s message, it is especially important to call in your reservation to John Asiello to include the NAME, GENDER and AGE of children you will be bringing so we can let Santa know, as Santa will have a gift for each child 12 and under!!!  Also, it is a lodge tradition that each child bring a gift (not more than $10) for less fortunate children.  This year, these gifts, which should be UNWRAPPED, will be going to The Hospital for Sick Children.  Please label your gift to be donated to the hospital with appropriate age and gender.
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There will be no meeting of the lunch bunch in December.  It will resume in January.
The Sons of Italy Foundation 2008 National Leadership Grant Competition applications are available.  These 10 to 13 merit-based scholarships range from $5,000 to $25,000.  All Applicants must be in a matriculated program of study either on the undergraduate or graduate level.  Contact Dot or Jo Nunnenkamp for more info.  The deadline is Feb. 28, 2008.

The Italian Cultural Society of Washington holds its social meetings at 3PM on Sundays at the Friendship Heights Village Center, 4433 South Park Ave., Chevy Chase, Md.   You can call the Society for further details at 301 656 2797.
Check the website, italianheritagelodge.org.  It now has pictures and is updated frequently.
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Rosalie Ciccotelli

Dec. 2


Palmer DeMeo
Dec. 19

Rosalind Michaelangelo
Dec. 5


Steve Lipton

Dec. 21

Maria D’Aiello

Dec. 6


Augie Taormina
Dec. 24
Betsy Mignani

Dec. 6


Paul Agosta

Dec. 25

Frank Bonsiero

Dec. 8


Robert Borgatti
Dec. 27
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Dec. 9


Jo Nunnenkamp
Dec. 29

Eugene Renzi

Dec. 16



DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
NONE
CONCERNS AND PRAYERS
[image: image5.wmf]Marge Finocchiaro
Tricia Marcinkowski
Bob Maida

ITALIAN LANGUAGE LEARNING GROUP
The group will not meet during December and will resume in January.
CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS IN ITALY
Eight days before Christmas is the beginning of the Christmas season in Italy.  It ends on January 6, the Feast of Epiphany, when La Befana brings gifts to the children.  Unlike our Christmas which is full of fun, the concentration is on the religious aspect – the birth of the baby Jesus.  Every home prepares the presipio (manger) where prayers are said every day and candles are lit.
New Year’s Day is a festive day for Italians.  Food, food and more food is the order of the day.  Traditionally, lentil soup must be eaten at the beginning of each new year.  Each part of Italy has its own traditional New Year’s Day dish, and it was believed that whatever happened that day would happen until the end of the year.  Many of our ancestors might have quoted the following proverb – “Whatever you do on New Year’s Day, you will do the whole year.  Health and money on New Year’s Day.  Think well whatever you do!”

Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo!

HISTORICAL ORIGINS OF THE CRIB
The origins of the crib are to be found in the Middle Ages.  On Christmas Eve, in the year 1223, Saint Francis of Assisi decided to make the Christmas Mass a reenactment of the birth of Christ.  Instead of an altar, he celebrated the Mass on a manger filled with hay and with an ox and an ass in attendance.  The friars and the people of the district participated in reenacting the event that had taken place some 1200 years before.

Several centuries before St. Francis made his Nativity Scene, the church recreated the scene of Bethlehem before the eyes of the faithful.  In the earliest days, sometime before the year 1000 A. D., the representations were very simple, being more or less the natural outcome of certain ecclesiastical functions and liturgical chants; the staging also was quite rudimentary, and the altar itself, suitably decked, represented the manger.  It was actually a dialogue with some deacons representing the angels and others, the shepherds.  Later, the church evolved a performance that was both a religious function and a popular festivity in which music and stagecraft contributed to a poetic effect.
The crib, as conceived today, with the manger and the figures of the personages, started in the 14th century, and it was reserved for churches alone.  Only in the 19th century did cribs acquire a sort of folklore interest.  Elaborate cribs are now in fashion in middle-class society where all can display a Christmas scene, with figures modeled in clay, in his or her own home.
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