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SEPTEMBER 2012
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,
We have so much to be proud of in our Italian heritage.  I have been reading an excellent book that describes fifty great Italian cultural achievements that have changed the world, Sprezzatura: 50 Ways that Italian Genius Shaped the World by Peter D’Epiro and Mary Desmond Pinkowish.  The word sprezzatura means the art of effortless mastery.  The essays chronicle the work of Italian authors, artists, architects, scientists, film makers, educators, saints, explorers, and other pathfinders.  This month, I will share with you the breakthrough work of several Italian scientists.

Let’s start with Galileo Galilei, who framed the foundations of modern science by postulating a world that operated on the basis of measurable and predictable behaviors. His last book, Dialogue Concerning Two New Sciences, is considered by the physicist, Stephen Hawking, as the “genesis of modern physics”.

In the field of anatomy, several Italians are known for their work and key discoveries. I’ll give just a few examples here. Mondinode’Liuzzi wrote the first modern text of anatomy in 1316. It was considered the standard text in the field for 200 years. Jacopo Berengaria da Capri, a professor at the University of Bologna in the 1500’s, was the first to describe the appendix, heart valves, thymus, pineal glands, and other human anatomic features. Giovanni Ingrassia, a Sicilian physician, discovered the stirrup bone in the ear and the Eustachian tube, which joins the ear and the throat, about 1546. This tube was described by Bartolomeo Eustachio (1520-1574) who gave the tube its name.

Alessandro Volta (1745-1827) and his contemporary, Luigi Galvani (1737-1798), made enormous contributions to the study of electricity. Galvani discovered the fundamental property of nerves and muscles to generate electrical forces which led to the technique of cardioversion, the restoration of the heart’s rhythm through electrical shocks.  His work prompted the development of the science of electrophysiology. Volta invented the voltaic pile, the world’s first battery.  The sciences of electrochemistry and electromagnetism are based on Volta’s work.

Enrico Fermi, who was born in Rome in 1901, is known as the Father of the Atomic Age. He developed the theory of beta decay that led to the discovery of the weak nuclear force which is the basis of radioactivity. Fermi also discovered fission, the splitting of the nucleus of a uranium atom into smaller particles including the elements of krypton and barium. Guglielmo Marconi (1874-1937) is well known for his invention of wireless telegraphy which has been employed in a wide variety of high-speed communications from radio and television to cell phones. The world as we know it today would not be possible without Marconi’s invention.

From these few examples of renowned scientists and inventors, we can see how much Italians have contributed to the science and technology that we depend on daily. We can indeed be proud.
A presto, 
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
Sept. 13

Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon


Paradiso

Sept. 15

Lodge Meeting


6:30 PM


At K of C
Sept. 19

Council Meeting


7:00 PM


Fairfax Library

Sept. 22

Language Group


6:00 PM


At the La Marca’s
Oct. 13

Lodge Meeting


6:30 PM


At K of C
SEPTEMBER LODGE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR SEPT. 15 AT K OF C
The lodge will hold its Sept. general membership meeting on Sept 15 at 6:30 PM at St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus Lodge.  The meal is pot luck so please bring a dish that can feed six people.  Beverages will be provided by the lodge for a small fee.  For details on the program, please see Page 5 of this newsletter.
[image: image1.png]A=

\
Ba‘.\d “The Banner”

Newsletter of:

THE ITALIAN HERITAGE LODGE #2517
Order Sons of Italy in America




LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The language group will meet September 22 at 6:00 PM at the home of  Joe and June La Marca, 9539 Waterline Dr., Burke, VA 22015.  Please inform Carlo and Betsy Mignani what dish you plan to provide (mignani(at)cox.net).  All lodge members are welcome.
At our May lodge meeting, we talked about publishing the family recipes for the dishes people brought to the meeting.  Please send your recipes to palli14145@aol.com so they can be included in future editions of this newsletter.
There are recently posted photos from the peach picking and last month’s lunch bunch on the lodge website.  Check them out!

 
SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Joe La Marca


Sept. 6

David Asiello


Sept. 22

Tom Polera


Sept. 11

Janine Bjorn


Sept. 29
John Innello


Sept. 20

Jerry DiCerbo

Sept. 30
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Alessandro & Juliana Sacilotto

Sept. 4

David & Michelle Asiello


Sept. 13

Bruno Diconi & Marisa Scala

Sept. 19

Anthony & Jane Musco


Sept. 21

LUNCH BUNCH

The September Lunch Bunch will be at the Paradiso Restaurant on Franconia Road on Thursday, September 13th.  It features an Italian buffet with a made-to-order pasta bar and pizza plus other entrees for a reasonable price.  Please let Dennis know via email, delillo1@verizon.net or telephone at 703 354 2454 if you are planning to attend so he can make the reservation.
Paradiso Ristorante Italiano
703  922 6222
Paradisoristorante.com
6124 Franconia Rd., Alexandria, VA 22310
THE METEORIC RISE OF A COMEDY DUO
By ICS Hospitality Chairman Joe Onofrietti

The comedy team of Paolo Genovese and Luca Miniero have taken Italian cinema by storm.   Their first work together as comedy writers and co-directors, a short called La Scoperta di Walter (1998), won the European Jury Award at the 1998 Angers European Film Festival.  Their first full length film, Incantesimo Napoletano (2002), won the 2002 Golden Globe Award. By the time they started Nessun Messaggio in Segreteria (2005), stars like Anna Falchi and Pierfrancesco Favino began lining up for parts. Upon release, RAI contracted both to write and direct the television series NatiIeri (2006).  Impressed by the ratings, they brought the two back for the RAI series Amiche Mie (2008).  Afterwards, the pair return to Cinecitta with La Banda dei Babbi Natale (2010), a movie that grossed over 20 million euros.  After amassing two more box office sizzlers, Immaturi (2011) and Immaturi IL Viaggio (2012), what will be the next project?  “The tale of two brothers who have forgotten their Neopolitan roots”, explains Miniero (below on right). “Filming will kick off in February 2013 and release will be in the autumn.”
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The Italian Cultural Society September film of the month is “Sorry, You Can’t Get Through” (2005).  This whole apartment building is crazy! After retired Walter (Carlo Delle Piane) reads that Italy has one worker for every pensioner, he decides to find the one who works for his pension. A few doors over, single mom Francesca (Lorenza Indovina) opens garbage bags with her co-worker Portiera (Simona Caparini) to argue over what kind of lifestyle the person who threw it out leads.  Upstairs, the moral compass of the building is Sonia (Anna Falchi), a stripper who confesses to her video diary about life, love, men and women.  Join us for the romantic comedy that only writers and directors Paolo Genovese and Luca Miniero could create.  It is in Italian with English subtitles and will be shown at the Friendship Heights Community Center on Sunday, Sept. 16 at 1:00 PM.  Admission is free.
ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES
From: Carlo Mignani

possibile —
Il Palio di Siena 

Il Palio è la manifestazione (event) più importante organizzata nella città di Siena e si svolge (it is held) ogni anno il 2 di luglio ed il 16 di agosto. Risale (it dates back to) almeno dal Seicento (the 1600's). Nel Palio le diverse Contrade senesi, ovvero le "zone" in cui è divisa la città, si sfidano (they challenge each other) in un'appassionata corsa a cavallo (horse race) in Piazza del Campo.

Siena è attualmente (currently) divisa in 17 Contrade: Aquila, Bruco, Chiocciola, Civetta, Drago, Giraffa, Istrice, Leocorno, Lupa, Nicchio, Oca, Onda, Pantera, Selva, Tartuca, Torre, Valdimontone. 

Ogni Contrada è contraddistinta (marked) da uno stemma (emblem) e colori unici ed occupa una determinata zona della città. Passeggiando per le vie (walking through the streets) di Siena potrete facilmente capire in quale Contrada vi trovate (you find yourself), osservando le bandiere (banners) e gli stemmi esposti lungo le strade.

Il Palio è molto più che (much more than) una semplice manifestazione per i senesi, fa parte della loro vita (it is part of their lives)  fin dalla nascita (since birth). I contradaioli, così si chiamano gli appartenenti ad una Contrada, partecipano alla vita della loro Contrada ed all'organizzazione del Palio tutto l'anno. I senesi (the Sienese) vivono il Palio con grande passione e trasporto (enthusiasm) e certamente ve ne renderete conto (you will realize) se avrete l'opportunità di assistere (attend) ad una corsa.

LODGE PROGRAM FOR SEPT. 15
Our speaker for Sept 15 is Robert Royal who will talk to us about the modern crisis in Italy - economics, politics, and culture.  The title of his speech is “Italy Today – Crisis and Opportunities”.

 

Robert is the founder and president of the Faith & Reason Institute in Washington. D. C. and is editor-in-chief of “The Catholic Thing.”  He holds a B.A. and M.A. from Brown University and a PhD in Comparative Literature from Catholic University.  He has taught at several universities and received fellowships to study in Italy and as a Fulbright scholar, served as editor-in chief of “Prospect” Magazine in Princeton, N.J.  He has published many books and written articles that have appeared in numerous journals and publications.  He has traveled throughout Italy and is familiar with its customs, politics, and culture.
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ANTENNA ITALIA is now on the AMICO website. Get news from Italy and information on
Italian and Italian-American events as well as music & commentary in streaming audio.
Log on any time at Pino Cicala's web site, amico
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