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NOVEMBER 2012
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,

In November, we think with special gratitude of the many blessings God has given to us. Surely one of the most precious of these gifts is the gift of visual art. Italians have been richly blessed for centuries with beautiful paintings and sculpture. This month I’d like to share with you a few of my favorite Italian paintings. In the Uffizi Gallery in Florence, there are two gorgeous paintings by Sandro Botticelli, a native of Florence: the Birth of Venus (1485-90) and Primavera (1478), both focusing on love and beauty. In The Madonna with Child and Two Angels (1460) by Filippo Lippi, Mary folds her hands in contemplative prayer while the Baby Jesus reaches out to tenderly touch her. Agnolo Bronzino painted a joyous portrayal of childish bliss in the Portrait of Giovanni de ’Medici as a Young Boy (1545). The smiling two year old is dressed in a bright red jerkin and holds a small brown bird in his chubby hand.

In the Borghese Gallery in Rome, there is a charming portrait of a blond, blue-eyed young lady cradling a baby unicorn in her arms, Lady with a Unicorn, painted by Raffaelo in 1505-6. The magnificent frescoes of Biblical scenes in the Sistine Chapel in the Vatican were painted with deep devotion by a number of Italian artists. Botticelli, Ghirlandaio, Roselli, Piero di Cosimo,  Perugino, Bartolomeo della Gatta, Signorelli, and Pinturicchio painted the chapel walls between 1481 and 1485 with scenes from Christ’s life on one side and scenes from Moses’ life on the other. Michelangelo Buonarroti painted the stunning ceiling frescoes of the creation, the expulsion from Paradise and the great flood from 1508-12.

In Venice in the Museo del Setteceno Veneziano, housed in the Casa Rezzonico, there is a large collection of paintings by Pietro Longhi who faithfully portrayed daily life among the affluent in the 1700’s. Among these fascinating paintings are The Hairdresser and the Lady (1760) and the Visit of the Bauta (1760-70). A biota is the traditional mask worn by high-ranking Venetians of the late 18th Century. The Gallerie dell’Accademia has a wonderful collection of cityscape paintings by Antonio Canal, known as Il Canaletto. One of my favorites  is The Bucintoro in front of the Doges’ Palace on Ascension Day (1729) in which we see royal barges and gondolas in the Grand Canal in front of Piazzo San Marco and the Doges’ Palace. 

Happy Thanksgiving to each of you and your families. May the holiday be a joyous celebration for you.

A Presto,
Anne
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
Nov. 10

Lodge Meeting


6:30 PM


At K of C
Nov. 15

Lunch Bunch



12:00 Noon


Todai Buffet
Nov. 24

Language Group


6:00 PM


At the Mignani’s

Dec. 22

Christmas Party


6:00 PM


At K of C
NOVEMBER LODGE MEETING SCHEDULED FOR NOV. 10 AT K OF C

The lodge will hold its Nov. general membership meeting on Nov. 10 at 6:30 PM at St. Leo’s Knights of Columbus Lodge.  The theme is “Casino Night”.  Instead of a pot luck dish, please bring “finger food” to snack on while you play.  Beverages will be provided by the lodge for a small fee.   Please see Pages   
4 to 6 for further details.               .
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The lodge will elect officers early next year for 2013-2014.  The following timetable is set out in the lodge’s by-laws for election of officers:
Top of Form

November 2012 - President appoints three members to a Nominations Committee
December 2012 - The Chairman of the Nominations Committee shall report the nominations from the Committee. (No nominations are made from the floor at this meeting.)
January 2013 - Newsletter will carry the results of the Nominations Committee. Members may nominate from the floor at the January lodge meeting.
February 2013 - Elections are held. No more nominations are permitted except in case of withdrawal. 2013 being an odd number year, delegates to the State Convention are also elected.
March - Newly elected officers are installed.

Bottom of Form

The language group will meet November 24 at 6:00 PM at the home of Carlo and Betsy Mignani, 5012 Gunpowder Rd., Fairfax, VA 22030. Please inform Carlo and Betsy what dish you plan to provide (mignani(at)cox.net).  All lodge members are welcome.
At our May lodge meeting, we talked about publishing the family recipes for the dishes people brought to the meeting.  Please send your recipes to palli14145@aol.com so they can be included in future editions of this newsletter.
 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Denny d’Alelio

Nov. 7


Tony Finocchiaro

Nov. 20

Joe Onofrietti


Nov. 13

Lilda Lando


Nov. 21
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NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Carl & Millie Malm



Nov. 14

Dennis & Eleanor Lillo


Nov. 26


Steven & Ann Lipton


Nov. 30

CASINO NIGHT -  NOVEMBER 10, 2012
This month’s lodge meeting will feature a “Casino” evening. To be successful, the following are required:

            1.  We need full participation by our membership for this Charitable Fund Raising event. The more who play, the greater the Fun and the greater the Funds collected for Charity.  We will be collecting $5.00 in real money from each individual in exchange for $25.00 in play money to bankroll gaming for the evening. You may buy as much play money as you desire.  I know that all our dealers will be very customer friendly, and you will have a great time so don’t miss it. . You may want to invite friends or potential members to this fun event which will help to increase our financial success. At the conclusion of the games, winners, in the order of their winnings, will bid on the prizes.
            2. We hope to have some of our favorite restaurants donate dinner prizes; however, we ask that each lodge member bring a special item that you can donate to provide as a prize upon which our winners can bid. Also, I have included a two-page information sheet that can be used by you to contact your store or restaurant that you patronize to seek a gift certificate for the event. PLEASE PRINT AS MANY AS YOU CAN USE. 
            3. Finally, we will start and continue the evening with finger food snacks and beverages so that people can munch as they move around the gaming tables. 
“COME, AND BRING FRIENDS TO THIS FUN AND FUND RAISING EVENT”
LUNCH BUNCH

The Lunch Bunch will meet at Todai Japanese Seafood Buffet on Thursday, November 15, at noon.  It is located at 11760 Fair Oaks Mall, Fairfax, VA. Todai offers quality food and services at an affordable price. They feature a 160-foot seafood buffet counter with over 35 different kinds of sushi, hand rolled to order, salads, and fresh seasonal fruits. In addition, they boast a hot food line that features beef, chicken, and pork items as well as Asian themed soups and a Japanese noodle corner. Still hungry? Then complete your meal with a visit to their delicious dessert bar which features various French style pastries/cakes/cookies and homemade crepes where you choose the fruit and sauce toppings.
Todai's extensive buffet counter serves a vast assortment of mouth-watering culinary delights. Only the freshest ingredients are used to prepare each entree to satisfy everyone's palate.
Elmer Dills, famous Los Angeles food critic, describes Todai Restaurants as "The Mother of all Seafood Buffets."
Join us for this unique dining experience.  Call Dennis at 703-354-2454 or email at delillo1@verizon.net if you are planning on attending.  Price is $16.95.
Italian Heritage Lodge #2517

Order Sons of Italy in America

Fairfax County, Virginia

October 25, 2012
John F. Asiello, Jr. Chairman, 

Italian Heritage Lodge - Special Events

5306 Inverchapel Road 

Springfield, Virginia 22150

Subject: Request for Gift Certificate

Dear Management:
On behalf of the officers and members of the Italian Heritage Lodge #2517, Order Sons of Italy in America, we would like to request your support to our fundraising event for charity.  

Our annual “Casino Night” fundraising event this year will be held on November 10, 2012.  Last year, the event was a huge success as we gave out “Gift Certificates” from restaurants and establishments as prizes which helped this to be a major financially rewarding charitable venture.

Our targeted charities for this year are Alzheimer’s disease, Cooley’s anemia, Autism and Local Scholarships. It will be rewarding for you to know that 100% of all moneys collected will go directly to these charities. 

Support from our sponsors is the major reason for our organization’s financial ability to give generously to these charities, and our members have been asked to patronize our sponsors, both verbally and in our published Newsletter, “La Bandiera.”

We hope that you will provide a “Gift Certificate” in support of our charities. One of our members will be contacting you soon should you desire to participate this year.

 We thank you in advance for your generosity,








John F. Asiello, Jr.








Chairman, Special Events








(703 321-7840)

CHARITY EVENT:

Sponsored by the

Italian Heritage Lodge #2517

Enjoy yourself at our next fun time

“CASINO NIGHT”
Saturday, November 10, 2012
Join us and have a great time playing our variation of CASINO games: Stud Poker, Over & Under, Black Jack, Beat the Dealer and more.

REMEMBER WE USE “PLAY MONEY” AND WINNERS GET GIFTS donated by members and local businesses.

This is a “wine and cheese” fare, so bring your favorite hors d’oeuvres, finger food, crackers, cheese bits and a favorite dessert.

The Lodge will have wine, soda, beer, coffee, hot chocolate, etc.

Where: K of C Hall adjacent to St Leo’s Church on Old Lee Highway in Fairfax. 
Time: 6: 30 PM - Games will start as soon as guests are ready

and then the real Fun begins.

Admission: $5.00 donation for $25 in Play Money

Charities: Proceeds support our charities such as Alzheimer’s, Cooley’s anemia, Autism and Local Scholarships Programs.

PLEASE COME AND BRING A FRIEND         
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possibile 
ITALIAN WORDS AND PHRASES

From: Carlo Mignani
Ponte Milvio, via i lucchetti dell'amore 

ROMA - Spezzati i «lucchetti dell’amore» di Ponte Milvio. Il 10 settembre 2012 sono stati rimossi i simboli dell’unione di migliaia di coppie di adolescenti, che da anni suggellano così il loro amore reciproco: una moda ispirata dal libro di Federico Moccia del 2004 su cui fu basato il film «Tre metri sopra il cielo». Nel libro, i giovani innamorati attaccano un lucchetto intorno al lampione centrale e poi buttano la chiave nel Tevere. Questa moda si è diffusa rapidamente a Firenze, Venezia e poi in tutta Europa: a Mosca, a Madrid, ecc. e a Parigi hanno fatto addirittura il "ponte dell'amore".

Il primo ponte Milvio è del 110 a.C. ed è qui che Costantino I il 28 ottobre 312 d.C. (1700 anni fa) sconfisse il rivale Massenzio e legittimizzò la religione cristiana fino ad allora proibita. I lucchetti dell'amore sono arrivati a circa 5000, si arrugginiscono, con il loro peso hanno fatto cadere un lampione a cui erano attaccati, stonano con il resto dell'atmosfera e secondo un recente sondaggio l'86% della popolazione li vuole rimossi.

Tuttavia nonostante la numerosa presenza della polizia durante il giorno, i lucchetti sono ricomparsi.  Si è accesa una guerra tra i ragazzi e il comune.  Come finirà?  Stay tuned.

ROME -  Broken the "padlocks of love" of the Milvian Bridge. On September 10, 2012 the symbols of the union of thousands of adolescent couples were removed that for years sealed their mutual love:  a fad inspired by the book of  2004 by Federico Moccia on which is based the film "Three meters above the sky".  In the book, the young lovers attach a padlock to the central lamppost and then throw the key in the Tiber. This fad has spread rapidly to Florence, Venice and then all over Europe:  to Moscow, Madrid, etc. and in Paris they have even made a bridge of love.

The first Ponte Milvio is from 110 BC, and it is here that Constantine I on October 28, 312 AD (1700 years ago) defeated Maxentius and legitimized the Christian religion, up to then prohibited.  The love padlocks amounted to about 5000, they rust and with their weight knocked down a lamppost to which they were attached; they clash with the surrounding atmosphere and according to a recent survey, 86% of the population wants them removed.

However, despite the strong police presence during the day, the padlocks have reappeared.  A war between the teens and the town hall has started.  How will it end?  Stay tuned.
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ANTENNA ITALIA is now on the AMICO website. Get news from Italy and information on
Italian and Italian-American events as well as music & commentary in streaming audio.
Log on any time at Pino Cicala's web site, amico
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