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JULY 2014
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,

I hope to see many of you at the Fairfax City Fourth of July parade this Friday as we celebrate our nation's birthday and the many contributions made to this country by Italian-Americans.  The route is about a mile and a half.  For those of you who may not want to walk, we have a large truck available that can accommodate about twenty people.  Get there around 8:30 if you want to help decorate the vehicles for the parade.  This is a really fun event and Joe La Marca has done his usual stellar job preparing for it.  Please see complete details inside this newsletter.

Gene La Colla did an outstanding job preparing for our catered dinner held on June 14th.  Forty people attended and enjoyed the wonderful entrees and desserts that were available.  We also had a baby naming contest that was a big hit.  It wasn't easy to match the pictures with the attendees except for John Asiello who evidently hasn't changed a bit!  Of the nineteen pictures, Rosalie Alligood was able to name seven correctly to take first prize.  With six correct answers, Yolanda Pelosi came in a close second.  Both received a nice bottle of wine for their efforts.  Finally, we were treated to a slide show tour of all the regions of Italy.  I know it made me want to get back there as soon as possible.  Joe La Marca is organizing a trip to Italy this year so contact him if you are interested in going. 

I want to thank all of our members for the increased attendance over the last few months at our events.  It is always more enjoyable for everyone when we get to see more of our IHL brothers and sisters as well as guests who may become future members.  Let's keep up our participation through the summer as we march in the Fairfax City Fourth of July parade, enjoy our peach picking outing in August and our annual IHL picnic also to be held this August. 

The George Washington Lodge is holding their second "Christmas in July", a toys for tots drive event on Saturday, July 26, 2014, at the Quattro Goomba Winery, 22860 James Monroe Highway, Aldie, Virginia 20105, from noon to six.  Please call their president, James Cocco at 703-980-6575 or Marilyn Miyasato at 703-915-4924 to purchase your $15 ticket, which includes a wine tasting and pizza.  Toy donations appreciated. 

Send me suggestions by email delillo1@verizon.net or call me at 703-354-2454 if you have ideas for future IHL events.    

A Presto,
Dennis
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

SAVE THE DATES - FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
July 4 – Walk in the Fairfax Independence Day parade – 10:00 AM
July 16 – Council Meeting – Fairfax Library – 7:00 PM

July 23 – Lunch Bunch – Samurai Japanese Restaurant – 12:00 Noon
August – Peach Picking and lunch at the Blackthorne Restaurant – Date TBA
Annual Lodge Picnic – Date TBA
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The language group will not get together in July but will resume meeting in August.

Anyone needing a ride to lodge events, please contact lodge president Dennis Lillo at 703 354 2454.
JULY BIRTHDAYS
Carol Aron



July 16
Walter Dougherty


July 16


Ann Lipton



July 25

Carol Ann Linder


July 27
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Anne Marrelli & Robert Kelley


July 1
Joseph & Teresa Scafetta



July 4

Paul & Rosalie Alligood



July 12
Carmine & Linda Carullo



July 21
Augustine & Joyce Taormina


July 22
JULY LUNCH BUNCH
The Lunch Bunch will meet at the Samurai Japanese Restaurant on Wednesday, July 23rd, at noon.  Please come and join us for a hibachi lunch cooked by expert chefs right in front of you.  This is always a big hit with the Lunch Bunch attendees.  They also have an excellent buffet for those of you who may want to choose that option.  The Samurai is located at Braddock Road and Route 123 in the University Mall Shopping Center.  Please contact Dennis at 703-354-2454 or email at delillo1@verizon.net if you plan to attend so he can make the appropriate reservation.
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FAIRFAX CITY INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 
IHL PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

FRIDAY, JULY 4th, 2014, FAIRFAX CITY
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WHAT:  The highlight of the annual City of Fairfax July 4th celebration is the parade.  Our lodge will proudly participate in this huge event this year for the eighth consecutive time.  
WHY: By participating in the celebration, parade participants show pride in our Italian culture and pride in the contributions of Italians and Italian-Americans to the United States of America.  We also take advantage of an opportunity to obtain favorable publicity for our lodge—a potential help in recruiting new members.  Although the parade is very short, it will be filled with many fond memories for us all along the way.  In short, it’s a lot of fun!

WHO:  You are invited, as well as whoever else you also invite to fill our parade unit’s ranks.  Since many of our members will be away or otherwise committed for the holiday, we need as many paraders as possible in order to make the impression we seek.  So, please invite your friends and neighbors; they need not be of Italian ancestry as long as they appreciate Italian culture.  There are only a few other considerations:  participants must be at least six years old, unless they ride in a decorated wheeled vehicle, such as a stroller or wagon.
Our guests must comprise a “unit” that would normally need to apply to the Fairfax parade committee to participate; in any case, they will represent our lodge, which in itself represents the Italian- American community.  They are also “strongly discouraged” from bringing pets.  And, of course, they must not in any anyway be a potential source of embarrassment.

HOW:  Since there will be several convertibles in our unit, as well as a large truck (Thank you, R.E. Lee Electric Company!), you or your guests who cannot (or choose not) to walk the leisurely one-mile parade route, should be able to ride.  Children, however, will not be permitted aboard the truck.  Participants who have difficulty walking will have priority according to severity, of course; and all truck riders will be asked to sign a standard liability waiver.  

Wear your OSIA shirt if it still fits 😊; otherwise, wear any Italian or USA-themed clothing or colors, red,
, blue, and/or green.  Of course, don‘t forget sunscreen and good walking shoes.  Water is normally available, but you might bring some to be sure.  Hopefully, you will not need an umbrella; we haven’t in the seven previous years.  To find out whether the parade is cancelled for any reason, visit http://www.fairfaxva.gov/specialevents/IDC/IDC.asp.

WHEN:  Please meet at the staging area around 9:00 AM to help decorate.  If you are running late, don’t worry; just come, for our unit will appear shortly before the midpoint of the parade.  However, if your vehicle is in the parade, you will not be allowed into the staging area after 9:00 AM.  Everyone, please allow time for traffic and detours.  It will all be over before noon.  
WHERE:  We will be in Division 3, again, and assemble in the same place as last year--across Judicial Drive from Red, Hot, & Blue BBQ at the intersection with Rt. 123/Chain Bridge Road.  Enter the area by turning from Rt. 236/Main St. onto Judicial Drive and park in Garage B on your left; then walk the short distance to the meeting point, as indicated on the map below.  However, if you have a pass to drive your vehicle in the parade, continue on Judicial Drive to the assembly area.
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If you have any questions about participating in this fun and important event, please phone our lodge Parade Committee Chairman at 703-475-6962 (cell) or email joe.lamarca@italianheritagelodge.org.
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ANTENNA ITALIA
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