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JULY 2013
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Cari amici,

Our Saturday, June 22, pot-luck lunch and bocce event in my backyard was blessed with perfect weather and good company.  About thirty attendees enjoyed the wonderful variety of entrees and desserts.  We played several casual games of bocce with some who were new to the game and others who had played before.  Everyone who participated seemed to enjoy the games regardless of who won or lost.  As I have said before, IHL members are welcome to use our court.  Please contact Eleanor or me to arrange for a time that would be mutually agreeable.  The area of the court is well shaded so it is comfortable playing on most days regardless of the temperature.  Bring some friends!  

After the pot-luck and bocce, Carlo and Betsy Mignani held an Italian language class at our home.  About eight of their regular students participated.  Some attendees also stayed around to watch Italy play Brazil in a Federation Cup Tournament match.  Unfortunately, Italy came out on the short end of a 4-2 score.     
In July, we will be marching and riding in the Fairfax Fourth of July Parade.  A special announcement was recently sent out by Joe La Marca with details of the parade.  It is only a one-mile walk along the parade route.  For those of you who may not care to walk, there will be a truck with bench seating for those of you who prefer riding.  I encourage as many of you as possible to attend and help celebrate our country’s birthday and to recognize the opportunities it has given to millions of Italian-Americans.  We also encourage you to bring as many friends as possible.  After the parade, John and Laura Asiello will host a cookout in their backyard for all IHL parade participants and their guests.

Two more dates to keep open are our Sunday, July 14, annual IHL picnic, which will be held behind the Knights of Columbus Hall at St. Leo’s Church.  This is always a well-attended event with plenty of food, good company and even a bocce tournament.  So be sure to mark it on your calendar.  On Sunday, August 11, Gene La Colla has arranged for us to go to a peach orchard to pick fresh peaches.  That will be followed by a lunch at the Blackthorne Inn.  Last year, the peaches were plentiful and delicious, and the lunch that followed was at a great restaurant in a pleasant setting.  Gene has sent the details by e-mail, and they will also appear in the August Newsletter.
We will have a casino night in September so be sure to solicit gift certificates from your favorite restaurants or bring other items to be given out as prizes at that event.  I encourage you to use these events to introduce new, potential IHL members to the benefits of joining our organization so we may continue to support its fraternal and charitable goals.  We have recently received four new applications for membership and anticipate at least two more new applications next month.  That’s already six toward our goal of a ten per cent increase in membership this year.  I appreciate all of your efforts in this regard and hope to see many of you at our upcoming events.  

A Presto,

Dennis
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Visit our lodge website at WWW.ITALIANHERITAGELODGE.ORG.  Check the website for breaking news between newsletter editions.

SAVE THE DATES - FUTURE LODGE EVENTS
July 4


Independence Day Parade

10:00 AM


Fairfax City
July 14

Lodge Picnic



1:00 to 5:00


At K of C

July 17

Lunch Bunch



12:00



Rice & Noodles

July 17

Council Meeting


7:00



At Fairfax Library

July 27

Language group


6:00



At the Ognibene’s

Aug 11

Peach Picking & Lunch

10:30 AM


Perfection Orchard
Sept. 14

Lodge Meeting (Casino Night)
7:00 PM


At K of C

Sept. 18

Council Meeting


7:00



At Fairfax Library
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LODGE ANNOUNCEMENTS
The lodge is looking for volunteers to help clean the K of C hall at St. Leo’s which we use for our lodge meetings.  If you can help, please contact John Asiello at 703 321 7840 for details.
JULY BIRTHDAY
Ann Lipton





July 25
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JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Anne Marrelli & Robert Kelley


July 1
Paul & Rosalie Alligood



July 12

Carmine & Linda Carullo



July 21
Augustine & Joyce Taormina


July 22
PREVIEW OF COMING ATTRACTIONS

July 4 Parade in Fairfax – walk with your fellow lodge members during Fairfax city’s annual Independence Day parade.  For those who find walking difficult, we will have a vehicle available to transport you.  Details are on Pages 5 to 7 of this newsletter; lodge members who participate are invited to a picnic at John and Laura Asiello’s afterwards;
July 14 – annual lodge picnic at the K of C grounds behind St. Leo’s Church.  Details are on P. 4 of this newsletter;

August 11 – peach picking at Perfection Orchard and lunch at the Blackthorne Inn.   If it rains, go directly to the Blackthorne.  Details in August Newsletter;
Sept. 14 – Lodge meeting at K of C hall behind St. Leo’s Church.  Program is casino night.
JULY LUNCH BUNCH
The Lunch Bunch will meet on Wednesday, July 17th, at noon at Rice and Noodles Thai Gourmet Restaurant located at 6111 Franconia RD, Alexandria.  It is a family-run Thai restaurant with authentic Thai dishes and very reasonable lunch specials.  Please let Dennis Lillo know if you plan on attending so he can make the appropriate reservation.  Email at delillo1@verizon.net or call at 703-354-2454.

LODGE PICNIC JULY 14

The lodge will hold its annual picnic on the grounds of the Knights of Columbus hall behind St. Leo’s Church from 1:00 to 5:00 Sunday, July 14.  This event serves as our regular lodge meeting for July.  For planning purposes, John Asiello would like a head count in advance of those coming and some VOLUNTEERS to help set up at 9:00 AM.  If you can help, RSVP to John at 703 321 7840.  Come enjoy the fun, food and games (test your bocce skills).  Here are the details: 

[image: image9.wmf]Date: Sunday, July 14

Time: 1:00 to 5:00 PM 

Place: K of C grounds, St. Leo’s Catholic Church, Fairfax

Menu: Sausage, Hot Dogs, Hamburgers with all the trimmings

Antipasto Salad


Green Bean Salad


Baked Beans

Beverages: Beer, Wine, Iced Tea, Soda and Bottled Water

Dessert: Watermelon

Cost: $15 per adult, $5 per child ages 5 to 12

          Not to exceed $40 per family in the same household
orm

Bottom of Form
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FAIRFAX CITY INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 

PARTICIPANT INFORMATION

THURSDAY, JULY 4th, 2013, FAIRFAX CITY
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THE WHAT, WHY, WHO, HOW, WHEN, AND WHERE 

WHAT:  The highlight of the annual City of Fairfax July 4th celebration is the parade.  Our lodge will proudly participate in this huge event this year for the seventh consecutive time.  (You can see a clip of last year’s unit on parade starting at the 1-hour-06-minute spot at    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PO2dipxzAng.  Some photos are on our lodge web site at http://www.italianheritagelodge.org/linked_pages/images/Photos%20parade%202012/index.htm.)  After the parade participants will enjoy a free indoor/outdoor picnic and watch the rebroadcast of the parade together on television!  (See TV schedule on the next page.) 
WHY: By participating in the celebration, parade participants show pride in our Italian culture and pride in the contributions of Italians and Italian Americans to the United States of America.  We also take advantage of an opportunity to obtain favorable publicity for our lodge—a potential help in recruiting new members.  Although the parade is very short, it will be filled with many fond memories for us all along the way.  In short, it’s a lot of fun!
WHO:  You are invited, as well as whoever else you invite to fill our parade unit’s ranks.  Since many of our members will be away or otherwise committed for the holiday, we need as many paraders as possible in order to make the impression we seek.  So, please invite your friends and neighbors; they need not be of Italian ancestry, as long as they appreciate Italian culture.  There are only a few other considerations:  Participants must be at least six years old, unless they ride in a decorated wheeled vehicle, such as a stroller or wagon.
                                                           (more↓)

They must not be a “unit” that would normally need to apply to the Fairfax parade committee to participate; in any case they will represent our lodge, which in itself represents the Italian American community.  They are also “strongly discouraged” from bringing pets.  And, of course, they must not in any anyway be a potential source of embarrassment.

HOW:  Since there will be several convertibles in our unit, as well as a large truck (Thank you, R.E. Lee Electric Company!), you or your guests who cannot (or choose not) to walk the leisurely one-mile parade route, should be able to ride.  Children, however, will not be permitted aboard the truck.  Participants who have difficulty walking will have priority according to severity, of course; and all truck riders will be asked to sign a standard liability waiver.  

Wear an OSIA shirt, if you have one; otherwise, wear one or more USA patriotic colors and/or one or more colors of the Italian flag (red,
, green).  Of course, don‘t forget sunscreen and good walking shoes.  Hopefully you will not need an umbrella.  In fact, if rain is very likely, the parade will be cancelled.  If in doubt, check the official city parade web site at http://www.fairfaxva.gov/specialevents/IDC/IDC.asp . If still in doubt, phone the lodge parade chairman’s cell phone at 703-475-6962.

WHEN:  Please meet at the staging area around 9:00 AM to help decorate.  If you are running late, don’t worry; just come, for our unit will appear about the midpoint of the parade.  However, please allow time for traffic and detours.  It will all be over before noon.

WHERE:  Previous participants please note that we will assemble in a different place this year!  We’ll meet right across Judicial Drive from Red, Hot, & Blue BBQ at the intersection with Rt. 123.  See the second map on the next page.  We are in Division 3.  Go there and look for Position 316 or for familiar faces.  Enter the area by turning from Rt. 236 in Fairfax City onto Judicial Drive.  If, and only, if you have permission and a pass to drive your vehicle in the parade continue on Judicial Drive to the Division 3 meeting point at the corner of Rt. 123.  Otherwise, from Judicial Drive turn left onto Page Avenue and Park in Parking Garage B on your left.  Then walk the short distance to the meeting point.   After the parade, just go back to Judicial Drive and follow the signs.  

NOTES

About the telecast:

· Our friends who stay home can see the Parade live on the City’s Channel 12 (Cox & Verizon), and you can watch the replay every day at 2:00 PM, July 4 – 31.

· We can all see it online at www.fairfaxva.gov; click on “Cityscreen-12 Live,” toward the bottom of the page.

· Naturally, it will also be a YouTube “sensation,” beginning July 8; access it from the City’s webpage, above, and click on the “YouTube” icon.

· Finally, we can purchase a DVD for $15; send a letter requesting the Parade DVD and check made payable to “City of Fairfax” to City of Fairfax Channel 12, Attn:  Rachael Roth, 10455 Armstrong Street, Fairfax, VA 22030

Any questions?

· For information about other celebratory events of the day in the City of Fairfax, such as fireworks and bands, see http://www.fairfaxva.gov/specialEvents/IDC/IDC.asp.  

· Get directions to the after-parade picnic site at the parade staging area.

· For any questions about the Italian Heritage Lodge’s participation in the parade, please phone our lodge Parade Committee Chairman at 703-475-6962 (cell) or email joe.lamarca@italianheritagelodge.org.  .

(maps↓)
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